


10, 


ich it 
quite 
resent 
hat a 
Were 
inion 


cided 
lows: 
Pnnett, 
> Brad. 
upbel}, 
Howell 
Cullen, 
Durtee. 
Fuller, 
Haven, 
it, Kid. 
\. Mar. 
r, Mill 
Powell, 
| Sapp, 
Smith, 
Urston, 
‘atkins, 


socock, 
‘imothy 
nry M. 
Jewer, 
Samuel 
Miller, 
Pringle, 
Sneed, 
Walker, 
vorth~ 


of the 
3 were 


', Mr. 
he call 
journ, 
of the 
e back 
nt into 
ing ad- 
ntitled, 
in the 
submit 


centle- 
called? 
es that 
hen his 


he call 
n be no 


P right. 
ting on 


: House 


vote, il 
aly vote 


tter of 
1 there- 


stion to 
itleman 
oO. mat- 


that | 
hen my 


[ON. 
ar order 


in order 


eby the 
d by the 


yrevious 


and the 


uve been 
r,to get 
e some 
ask the 














THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF CON 


_ —— 





Tyirty-FourtH Coneress, Ist Session. 





Mr. FULLER then made a long personal 
explanation in support of the position he took 
on the slavery question during the contest, and 
whilst he was a candidate, for the speakership 
at the commencement of the session, and also 
defined the position he held now, and that here- 
totore held by him on that question. : 

His speech will be found in the Appendix. 

Several members rose to address the Chair. 

Mr. TODD. Mr. Speaker, I was the first to 
whom my colleague alluded, and I have only a 
few remarks to submit in reply to what he has 
said. . i 
Mr: JONES, of Pennsylvania. I trust that my 
colleague will yield to me for a moment. 

Mr. TODD. Not now. 1 shall not reply to all 
that my colleague [Mr. Futter] has said. I 
may advert to the subject hereafter. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, who has just concluded his 
remarks, | understood held the floor by unani- 
mous consent for personal explanation. Has 
that privilege been extended to any other gentle- 
man? ‘. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not knew 
for what exact purpose the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. ‘Topp] has risen. [Cries of ‘* Hear 
him!’’] If there be no objection, the gentleman 
will proceed with his explanation 

There was no objection. 

Mr. TODD. Mr. Speaker, I shall only repl 
to that portion of my colleague’s remarks whieh 
refer to me personally, without, on the present 
occasion, desiring to travel over the ground he 
has occupied. He will bear me witness that, 
previous to my arrival here in December last, I 
had no personal acquaintance with him; that our 
political positions in Pennsylvania were antago- 
nistic, he having always, so far as I know, acted 
with the Whig, I with the Democratic party. I 
had no political association with him whatever. 
Jcame to Washington believing that he, in com- 
mon with others of my colleagues with whom I 
acted, was elected onthe anti-Nebraska issue. 1 
knew that he had been the candidate of the Whig 
party for an important State office; and that the 
platform of that party at that time was anti-slavery 
extension. I knew that there were reports and 


speeches to bear me out in that assumption; and | 


I was assured by my other colleagues that he was 
perfectly sound. i had no personal knowledge 
of his political antecedents. I did not know what 
were his personal opinions, nor did I ask them. 
I knew that the papers which advocated his elec- 
tion as Speaker of this body, both in the city of 
Philadelphia and his own district, held him up as 
a sound anti-Nebraska man. I did not have the 
pleasure of making his acquaintance until several 
days after the ballotings had commenced; and it 
was not until the evening of the day previous to 
the time I ceased to vote for him, that my colleague, 
inameeting of the Pennsylvania delegation, stated 
that, if Kensas had a population of one hundred 
thousand inhabitants, and fairly, legally, and le- 
gitimately adopted aconstitution either prohibiting 
or allowing slavery, he did not see why her admis- 
sion should be refused. Ideny specifically thatmy 
colleague did say, on that or any other occasion, 
that he would not vote for the restoration of the 
Missouri compromise line. I deny also that he 
then or at any other time said that he did not rec- 
ognize the right of the inhabitants of the Territory 
to per slavery while they were in a territo- 
nal condition, or that he limited their right to do 
80 to the time when they came to form a State 
constitution preparatory to their admission into 
the Union. He made then none of the allega- 
tons which he afterwards made on this floor. 
On the very night my colleague made that decla- 
ration, a gentleman from my State [Mr. Rosi- 
son] rose and avowed his determination no 
onger to cast his vote for him; but in a conver- 
Sation had that evening with another colleague, 
Mr. Purvrance,] which was communicated to 
me, he did state specifically that, on the anti- 


‘ebraska question, he would yield his own indi- 
vidual opinions to the public sentiment of his 
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| constituents; and knowing that that constituenc 


y 
had repudiated the Hon. Hendrick B. Wright on 


that issue, I felt that they would be sound, and 
that he might be trusted. 
sons which induced me to vote for my colleague. 





mise line, and that he doubted the power of the 
people of the Territory, whilst in a territorial 
| condition, to prohibit slavery, 1 would not only 
| have let my right hand, but my heartalso, wither, 
| before I would have cast a single vote for him. 
The expression my colleague refers to may 
have been a strong one. It was made under the 
impulse of the moment, and without premedita- 
tion. I am one of those men who have no fear in 


the dictates of my own conscience. 


attributed to him, that I had acted inconsistently 





him, and for you, Mr. Speaker, on the ground that 





in voting for him, after a declaration of his opin- 


ions, or had done him injustice by denouncing, | 


at the time, the alleged change in his principles. 
Had he made his explanation at that time, I 
should have been prepared to meet it. 


Had he stated then that he would have voted | 
| against the restoration of the Missouri compro- | 


avowing an opinion honestly entertained, and I | 
always, under all circumstances, and at all times, | 
act up to the convictions of my own judgment and 


These were the rea- | 





} 
| 
} 


Now, sir, itis singular that this explanation of | 
my colleague was not made at an earlier period. | 
Five long months have passed by, and this is the | 
first occasion on which his mouth has been opened | 
| to deny that he did not entertain the opinions 


| 


I had the | 


means to do so in my desk, and it was only two | 


or three weeks ago tha@I cast them upon this 
floor, supposing the time would never come for 
thgir use. I had a collection of extracts from 
papers in my own State, which advocated his 


election, and denounced me for voting against | 


he was as good an anti-Nebraska man as yourself | 


and those allegations never ceased in those a 


until he made the avowal upon this floor w 
he did in reference to his views. 
I regret that this explanation has been made. 


ich 


I regret to be placed in an antagonistic position | 


with my colleague. 
knew him previous to this session of Congress, 
and ever since | have regarded him as a gentle- 
man. i 
tention to practice a deception upon me. 
I meant to say was, that from the fact that I was 
not personally acquainted with him, and that pub- 
lications were made throughout his State in refer- 


I never intended to impute to him an in- 


ence to his antecedents, going conclusively to | 


prove that he was an anti-Nebraska man, I was 
induced to vote for him; and it was not until I 


What | 


As I said before, I never | 


discovered that I was in error, and that he did | 
not entertain anti-Nebraska principles, that I | 


ceased to vote for him, and voted for another. 
This explanation has come suddenly upon me. 


I am sorry I did not know that it was to be made, | 


otherwise I could have put my reply in a shape 


that would be perfectly satisfactory to this House, | 


and myself in a position that would not have left 
my colleague any occasion to allege that I had 


behaved inconsistently with my opinions in | 


voting for him. In justification of the votes 
given for my colleague, during one day after the 
declaration of his inability to see how Kansas 
could be refused admission into the Union, either 
with a free or slave constitution fairly formed, I 
have onl 
believed he would conform to the wishes of his 
constituents, and, also, from deference to the 
wishes of my colleagues, who had confidence in 
his anti-Nebraskaism. I stated upon that occa- 
sion that, if my colleague was opposed to the 
restoration of the Missouri compromise line, and 
to the admission of Kansas as a free State, I 
would not vote for him. My colleagues here will 
bear me out in this statement, and that there was 
no inconsistency we my part, and nothing 
wrong, in voting as I did. 

Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvania. I merely wish 
to state to the House, on account of the peculiar 
manner in which my colleague has brought this 
subject up, that [ rose to a point of order while 
he was speaking, not for the purpose of inter- 


to say, that they were given because I | 
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rupting my colleague—because I am desirous that 
he should say not only what he has said, but that 
he shall, if he chooses, from this time forth until 
the presidential election, raise all the points he 
possibly can against the Democracy of Pennsyl- 
vania, or so humble an individual as myself—but 
for the purpose, in order that I might not be mis- 
represented, of ascertaining whether my colleague 
would allow me to interrogate him as he pro- 
ceeded, and that it might not be said that I did 
not correct his errors as he advanced them. 

He had prepared an elaborate speech, in which 
I believe my own name is introduced, though I 
did not hear it. That speech has been prepared 
with greatcare. Itgives meagreat deal of pleas- 
ure to congratulate the Démocracy of the countr 
that the attack has come from that quarter; it 
gives me a great deal of pleasure to look upon it 
as a significant fact, because the friends of my 
distinguished colleague made the same attacks a 
few days ago in Philadelphia, and if this shall be 
productive of a similar result I shall be the last 
man to regret it. 

I only rose now to say that, after my colleague’s 
speech is in print, I shall then ask the privilege 
of the House to reply at length. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. In April last, I 
addressed a letter to my constituents, which was 
published, and I sent a copy to each member of 
this House. In thatletter, sir, I gave what pur- 

orted to be a letter from the gentleman from 
Peuneyivenia, who has addressed the House this 
morning, addressed to B. F. Saxton, which letter 
the gentleman this morning repudiates as a for- 
gery. ‘That letter, sir, and also what purported 
to be his Alleghany speech, was published in the 
papers of Pennsylvania and of other States 
during the last winter. In the month of February, 
another member of this House—a gentleman 
from Missouri, [Mr. Carnurners]—addressed a 
letter to his constituents, and he gave both those 
extracts in his letter, and it wascirculated through 
the country by the members of this House. 
Some five or six weeks after the publication of 
that letter, l took those extracts, and gave them a 
place in the letter which I addressed to my con- 
stituents. During all that time I had seen no 
contradiction, and no suspicion or question as to 
their authenticity, and had I believed that they 
were not authentic | would not have given them 
circulation in that or any other form. 

But I understood the gentleman to say that 
there was a letter written toa Mr. Saxton on 
that subject,and that this one is aforgery, manu- 
factured perhaps from the one which he addressed 
to Mr. Saxton, and which was stolen and altered, 
as I understand him. Now, sir, I shall be glad 
to see the genuine one. I do not understand 
the gentleman to repudiate the sentiments in that 
etter as being entertained by him in 1849. Nor 
do I understand him as repudiating the senti- 
ments attributed to him in the report of his Al- 
leghany speech, though he said it was such a re- 

ort as that he did not recognize it as his speech. 

he gentleman can now say whether he enter- 
tains those sentiments. 

Mr. FULLER. I said I would publish the 
letter as it was written; and I said that the report 
of the speech at Alleghany was so much stronger 
in substance and in language than anything 
which I had uttered, that I did not recognize itat 
all; and I denied the utterance of the sentiments 
imputed to me. 

{r.JONES. I would inquire of the gentleman 
whether it is correctly stated that the paper in 
which that speech was reported was in his sup- 
port, or favorable to his election, when he was 
a candidate for the office of Canal Commissioner; 
and whether he repudiated that report at the time 
it was published, and pending the canvass in that 
State? 

Mr. FULLER. I stated the fact to one of the 
publishers of the paper in which the report ap- 
peared. I left the city on the day, I believe, that 
the publication was made. It was just previous 
to the election, and I had some four hundred miles 
or more to travel, with numerous appointments 








OMe a OAPI THAIN BN SOR 


* 


yal 


™. 


eee 


i 
i 
e 
4 


‘a 
; 
» 
i 





1186 


to meet. I had no time to revise the newspa- 


ers, 


______THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. _ 


May 12, 


Mr. WASHBURN. Had we not better §, 
some day to which their consideration should |, 


‘| sir, certainly, if General Cass, who had been 
| engaged all his life in the public service, as Gov- 
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Mr. JONES. 
the centleman ever publicly repudiated the report, 
or that the paper which published it made any 
correction. 

Mr. SNEED. I rise to a question of order. 

Mr. JONES. Yes; make your question. 

Mr. SNEED. I shall object to nothing that 
my colleague desires to say in personal explana- 
tion, or vindication, under this leave of tlte House: 
but | protest against gentlemen getting up, and, 
under the plea of personal explanations, making 
accusations against others. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must make the 
same decision on the question of order raised by 
the gentleman from Tennessee as it made on that 
raised by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
{Mr. Jones.) The gentleman’s colleague [Mr. 
Jones, of Tennessee| obtained consent to make 
a statement relating to his personal position; and 
it is impossible for the Chair to say that the dis- 
cussion of these matters to which he alludes is 
not necessary to determine his own position. 

Mr.SNEED. My colleague has not been as- 
sailed at all—— 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. Jones] has the floor. 

Mr. JONES. I submit to my colleague whether 
it was a personal explanation when the gentleman 


from Pennsylvania [Mr. Fvitier}] was making 


an assault on Mr. Buchanan? 

Mr. SNEED. Certainly it was. 

Mr. JONES. And I would ask him why he 
did not then raise the question of order? 

Mr. SNEED. The allusion to Mr. Buchanan 
was intimately connected with his own position. 

Mr. JONES. I do not see how. I do not sup- 
pose that the gentleman pretended, or abies 
now, to be a supporter of Mr. Buchanan. All I 
want in this case is to get at the fact. 

I shall be rejoiced—if the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania did in 1849 entertain the sentiments 
attributed to him—if he has repudiated those 
sentiments; and I would be rejoiced if every other 
one throughout this country, who entertains 
such sentiments, would follow his example, and, 
if he has repudiated them, do likewise. Sir, I do 
not understand the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
to repudiate the sentiments of anti-slavery, and 
of opposition to the extension of slavery, enter- 
tained by him in 1849. I do not understand that 
at that time he was an opponent of the Wilmot 
proviso. And, sir, I should be gratified to know 
whether the gentleman does not occupy now the 
position with regard to the slavery issues which 
he has always occupied? That, sir, is a question 
which I should be glad if the gentleman would 
answer. 

Mr. FULLER. [I stated, as I supposed very 
clearly and distinctly, that I denied the utterance 
ofany sentiments in favor of northern interference 
to secure the abolition of slavery. I stated this 
distinctly. 


vania in consequence of the then recent acquisi- 
tion from Mexico, and was treated by me in the 
manner I have stated. 

Mr. JONES. That is what I understand even 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Gripvives] will 
advocate to-day—that they will not interfere with 
the institution in the States where it exists; that 
if the South wish to retain it they have a right 
todo so. But I would ask the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania if he did not, in that canvass, at 
that time, advocate the adoption by Congress of 
the Wilmot proviso, and if he was not at the 
time acting with the Wilmot-proviso or anti- 
slave y party of Pennsylvania ? 

- Mr. FULLER. I will say to the gentleman, 
that during that contest, I had not the folly to 
argue a great constitutional question like that of 
the Wilmot proviso, It had nothing to do with 
the discharge of the dutiés of the office for which 
1 was a candidate, and I therefore did not attempt 
to argue it. Why, sir, as late as 1849, General 


Cass, here in the Senate, declared that the Wilmot | 


proviso 
Mr. JONES. 
make a speech, he had better take another hour. 
Mr. FULLER. Just a moment, by way of 


Senate that he had not examined the question of 
the constitutionality of the Wilmot proviso. And 


Then I do not understand that | 


| issue between him and his competitor that made 


of the House not to make a personal explana- | 
| tion, but to do a little public business. 
| be glad if the House would allow the committees 


| now adjourn. 


y- I repeat it, that on these occasions | 
the question of slavery was discussed in Pennsy]- | 


If the gentleman is going to || 


ernor of a Territory, as Senator in Congress, and | 
as Minister abroad, with all his vast opportuni- | 
ties, and his acknowledged intellect, had not | 
had time, and was not prepared, to pass ni the | 


or the unconstitutiona 


ity of 


constitutiona}gy 
the Wilmot pfoviso, how coul@ I, a young and || 


postponed ? 
The SPEAKER. ‘Phe question is one o 
ilege, and can be called up atany time. 
Mr. Smirn’s motion was agreed to; and then 
On motion of Mr. DAVIDSON, (at thy, 


f priy. 


o’clock, p. m.,) the House adjourned unti] Moa. 


humble candidate for the office of Canal Commis- || day, at twelve o’clock, m. 


sioner, be expected to entertain any opinidh upon | 
the subject ? [Great laughter. ] | 
Mr. JONES. The gentleman from Pennsyl- | 
vania did not answer the question which I pro- 
pounded to him: whether he approved, at that 
time, of the Wilmot proviso or not; and whether 
he did not act at that time with the Wilmot-pro- 
viso party in Pennsylvania? The gentleman says 
he had not the folly to argue the constitutionality | 
of that question. Perhaps, like many of those | 
who acted with him, he took it for granted that 
it was constitutional, and that it would be labor | 
thrown away to argue the question. | 
The gentleman further says that the constitu- 
tionality of that question had nothing to do with | 
the duties of the office for which he was a candi- | 
date. I ask the gentleman if he did not state | 
in his remarks that he discussed the question of 
slavery in his Alleghany speech, but that it was 
reported stronger thanhe made it?) And I should 
further like to ask the gentleman what relation 
the question of slavery had to discharging the | 
official duties of Canal Commissioner of Pennsyl- 
vania? [Laughter.] 
And again: if he did discuss that question upon 
that occasion, did he or did he not touch upon 
the Wilmot proviso; and did he or did he not say 
he was for the Wilmot proviso, and against the 
extension of slavery in the territory then re- 
cently acquired from Mexico? or what was the 


it necessary for him togdiscuss the question of 
slavery at all? Were they both on the same side, 
or did they profess different principles, and occupy 
different positions ? 

Mr. BENSON. [ask the unanimous consent 


I should | 





to be called for reports of private bills. 
Many Memsers dissented. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. I demand the regular 


| order of business. 


Mr. BENSON. Is it not in order to make the 
motion I have indicated ? 

The SPEAKER. Only by unanimous con- 
sent. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I ask the con- 
sent of the House to withdraw some papers. 
{Loud cries of ** No!’? ** No!” and ‘ Regular 


order!’’] | 
I move that the House do 


Mr. LETCHER. 


The motion was disagreed to—ayes 55, noes 
69. 


NEW MEXICO CONTESTED ELECTION. 


The House then proceeded to the regular order 
of business—being the motion of Mr. SternHens | 
to reconsider the vote by which the House re- | 
jected the resolution relating to the right of the 
yarties to be heard before the House in the New 

fexico contested-election case, upon which the 
main question had been ordered. 

Mr. CARLILE moved that the motion to 
reconsider be laid upon the table. 

Mr. GROW demanded tellers upon the motion. 

Mr. CARLILE demanded the yeas and nays. 


| 
| 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. | 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. WHEELER 
and Topp were appointed. 
The question was taken; and the tellers re- 


| ported—ayes 74, noes 48. 


So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. 

The question then recurred on the following 
resolutions reported from the Committee of Elec- 


| tions: 


Resolved, That José Manuel Gallegos is not entitled to a 
seatin this body as Delegate from the Territory of New 
Mexico. 

Resolved, That Miguel A.-Otero is entitled to a seat in 


|| this body as such Delegate. 
illustratior.; I say, General Cass declared in the | 


Mr. SMITH, of Alabama, moved that the 
resolutions and the accompanying report be laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpviy, May 12, 1856. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Henry C. Dray 
The Journal of Friday was read and approy.¢. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION, 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before ths 
Senate a report of the Secretary of War, commy. 


| nicating, in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate, information relative to obstructions place 


by General Andrew Jackson at the mouth of the 
bayou Lafourche, in Louisiana, to prevent the 
approach of the enemy’s vessels in 1814, 18]5, 
with an estimate of the cost of removing the same: 
which, on motion of Mr. Siiwe x1, was referred ty 
the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to hg 
printed. 

Also, a report of the Secretary of War, con. 
municating, In compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate, copies of the correspondence on the sub. 
ject of Indian disturbances in the Territories of 
Washington and Oregon; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Also, areport of the Court of Claims, made in 
pursuance of law, of the opinions of that court on 
the claim of J. D. Holman, executor of Jesse 
Holman; and the claim of John C. Hale; and of 
the decisions of the court in favor of the clains 
of Salvador Accardi, John Robb, William H, 
Chase, Almanzon Huston, and Michael Nourse, 
accompanied by a bill for the relief of Salvador 
Accardi, a bill for the relief of John Robb, a bill 
for the relief of William H. Chase, a bill for the 
relief of Almanzon Huston, anda bill for the relief 
of Michael Nourse; which was read, and upon 
motion of Mr. Bropueap, it was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. BROWN presented a petition of Isaac N, 
Cary and others, agents of the Columbian Har. 
mony Society, in the city of Washington, pray- 
ing that the restriction in the deed of conveyance 
on the power to sell a square of ground, pur- 
chased of the Commissioner of Public Buildings 
for a burial ground, by that society, may be 
removed; which was referred to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. BIGLER presented a petition of citizens 
of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, praying for a redue- 
tion of the rates of postage, and a revision of 
the domestic and foreign postal system of the 
United States; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. SLIDELL, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of the Legislature of Lou- 
isiana on the files of the Senate, praying for the removal 
of obstructions at the mouth of the bayou Lafourche, be 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. SLIDELL also submitted papers in rela- 
tion to the subject; which were referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

On motion of Mr. YULEE, it-was 


Ordered, “hat the memorial and papers of Mrs. Jane M. 
McCrabb be withdrawn from the files and referred to the 
Comunittee on Claims. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, from the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred 
the bill (H. R. No. > ranting the right of way 
to the St. Louis an Tron ountain railroad 
through the arsenal, magazine, and Jefferson bar- 
racks tracts, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on Patents 
and the Patent Office, to whom was referred the 
petition of Cyrus H. McCormick, submitted @ 
report, accompanied by a bill (S. No. 301) fer 
his relief; which was read, and passed to a second 
reading. 

The report was ordered to be printed. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
The following message was received from the 
House of Representatives, by Mr. Cutxiom, their 
Clerk: ° 

Mr. Prestpent: The House of Representatives insist on 
their disagreement to certain amendments of the Senate to 
the bill (H. R. No. 68) to supply deficiencies in the appro- 
priations for the service of the fiscal year ending the 30th 
June, 1856; and on their amendments to other amendments 
of the Senate to said bill; they agree to the further confer- 
ence asked bythe Senate on the disagreeing votes of the 
«wo Houses thereon, and have appointed Mr. PENNINGTON, 
of New Jersey, Mr. Cons, of Georgia, and Mr. Grow, of 
pennsylvania, the committee on their part. 

The House of Representatives have passed a joint reso- 
jution (J. R. No. 15) for enlarging the custom-house, post 
office, and court-house at Milwaukee, Wisconsin; in which 
they request the concurrence of the Senate. 


LANDS FOR RAILROADS IN IOWA. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. On the last day of the 
session of the Senate, a bill (H. R. No. 56) 
making a grant of land to the State of lowa in 
alternate sections toaid in the construction of cer- 
tain railroads in said State, was passed by the 
Senate. On the same evening, after the adjourn- 
ment of the Senate, communications were made 
tome requesting me to move for a reconsidera- 
tion of the vote by which that bill was passed; 
which I now do. 

| do not intend to enter into this subject further 
than to say that the bill was passed both by the 
House of Representatives and this body with 
creat rapidity. According to the communication 
made to me, there are other parties who are im- 
mediately and directly interested in the subject, 
and whose rights will be eminently injured and 
impaired by the passage of that bill. It is rep- 
resented by the parties who have communicated 
with me, and at whose instance I act in this mat- 
ter, that there is another railroad in progress of a 
very important character to the State of lowa, 
and to the nation generally, by its various con- 
nections with a series of roads, constituting 
the nearest and most direct route from Council 
Bluffs to the city of New York; and that on this 
particular road in Iowa—made, as I understand, 
with the sanction of the Legislature of that State 
—there have been expended some hundreds of 
thousands of dollars, and that two of the roads 
which we have authorized run parallel to it, and 
within such a distance that the fifteen miles of 

land on each side granted by this bill will take 








‘the ground on which their road is made. 


I do not know how the facts are; I merely state 
the representations which have been made to me, 
and on which | am induced to make the motion 
for a reconsideration of the bill. 
out further consuming the time of the Senate, to 
reconsider the vote passing the bill. 

Mr. PUGH. 1 present the memorial and re- 
monstrance of Robert C. Schenck, President of 
the Philadelphia, Fort Wayne, and Platte River 
Air-Line Railroad Company, of the State of lowa, 
asking for a reconsideration of the bill just re- 
ferred to by the Senator from Kentucky. As it 
bears upon the same subject-matter, I ask that it 
may be read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States in Congress assembled : 

The undersigned memorialist represents -to your honor- 
able bodies, that he is President of the Philadelphia, Fort 
Wayne, and Platte River Air-Line Railroad Company, an 
lucorporated association of the State of lowa, now engaged 


under the authority of that State, in the construction of a | 


railroad from Tool’s Landing, on the Mississippi river to 
Council Bluffs, on the Missouri river. This road is a ¢>n- 
tinuation of another railroad, now in process of construc- 
tion by the Western Air-Line Railroad Company of the 


State of Illinois, across that State; and of another by the | 
Fort W ayne and Mississippi River Railroad Company of the | 
State of Indiana, from the city of Fort Wayne to the west- 


ern boundary of that State; the whole forming a continu- 
ous line, and one connected enterprise and work from Fort 


Wayne to Council Bluffs, a distance of near six hundred | 


miles, located on the nearest and most direct practicable 
route between these points. These railroads are also asso- 
ciated with other companies and railroads eastward of Fort 


Vayne, in the States of Ohio, Pennsylvania, and New | 


Jersey, making one great national line, extending from 
the Missouri river to the city of New York, known as 
the “ American Central Railway,”’ making the distance be- 
gs: those two points, and between the Missouri river and 
and seventy miles, than any other established route. The 
mutual interests and dependence of the several sections 
of this great chain of roads, lying in the western Statess, 
along the middle table land of the country, in as nearly as 
possible an airline, are apparent; but no part of this line 


— ever received any aid from the General Government | 


Ww stants of land or otherwise. The Philadelphia, Fort 
ayne, and Platte River Air-Line Railroad Company, made 
application to Congress for aid, by a grant of land to the 


€ city of Philadelphia, shorter by at least one hundred | 


| 
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State of Iowa, in the years 1853, 1854, and 1855 ; but no bill 
for that purpose was passed. in the mean time, without 


| reference to, or reliance upon, Government aid, the com- 


pany has proceeded with such local means and such credit | 


as could be commanded, with the construction of its work. 
Besides a large individual subscription to its capital stock 
by citizens of Iowa, there have also been liberal subscrip- 
tions, authorized by the votes of the electors in several of 
the counties through which the road passes, payable in the 
bonds of those counties, issued for that purpose. Some of 
these bonds, to the amount of $200,000, have already been 
delivered to the cpmpany, and paid out to centractors on 
the road in Lowa. Near three hundred thousand dollars has 
been actually expended on that road. Forty-two miles of 
it are under contract. A large force of men are now, and 
have been for some time, at work under the contractors. A 
party of engineers for construction are constantly employed 
on the line. Other contracts are proposed, and the road is 
going fUrward as fast as means can be commanded, slowly, 
but steadily, towards completion. The company have faith 
in their ultimate ability to complete and put in Operation, 
even Without the aid of the Government, this section of the 
great line of roads described; but it has many difficulties to 
contend with; and has ever believed that no work of the 
character might appeal with more .eontidence and good 
reason, for help from Congress by grant of part of that public 
domain which is so enhanced in value by the progress of 
the work. The construction of the section of the road lying 
in the neighboring State of Lilinois is also going forward 
steadily, one hundred and eighteen miles in that State from 
the Mississippi river and lowa boundary eastward, being 
under contract, and a great portion of it already graded and 
made ready tor the ties and iron. Several large parties of 
laborers are now engaged on the work at different points in 
the State. 

Your memorialist, representing the interests of this com 
pany in lowa, as the head of the corporation, (and being 
also President of the above mentioned railroad companies 
in [inois and Indiana,) was led to believe that some ap 
propriation of public lands would be made by Congress at 
the present session, for the benefit of important lines of 
railroads in the State of lowa. He had reason to expect 
that it would be the policy to grant lands to the State, to 
be distributed and applied on such works equitably, with 
reference to their actual relative importance. But your 
memorialist, and the company, would respectfully repre 
sent that they have been disappointed by the recent action 
of the House of Representatives and the Senate, having 
relation to this subject. 

Yesterday a bill was passed in the House of Represent- 
atives, presented and substi@™ted for another bill, without 
debate allowed upon it, entitled ** A bill making a grant of 
lands to the State of Lowa in alternate sections to aid in the 
c@nstruction of railroads in said State ;”? and to-day, with- 
oul printing or reference to a committee, the same bill bas 
passed through the Senate. This bill, if it should become 
a law, must be most injurious to, if not utterly destructive 
of, the interests of this company, and of the road and ia- 
terests associated therewith ; and your memorialist, in their 
behalf, 1s constrained to remonstrate and petition against 
the final enactment of the same with its present provisions, 
and to respectfully and most humbly pray that the Senate 
will be pleased to reconsider its action thereon, so as to per- 
mit it to be further considered, and te amend the same in 
such manner as in some way to avoid the injury which will 
otherwise be done to the property and prospects of said rai!- 
raid company. The bill, as it now stands passed, not only 


| allows no land, of all proposed to be granted, to be applied 


1 move, with- | 


| from Burlington and Davenport, on the Mississippi river, to || 


to aid in the construction of their road, but provides tor 
giving the same to build among others two lines of railroad, 


| the mouth of the Platte river and Council Bluffs, on the 


Missouri river, across tee State of lowa, parallel with, or 
converging towards, the western terminus of the road being 


| constructed by this company ; so that for half the distance, 
| Or more than fifteen miles from each of said two roads first 


named in the bill, within which space they will be allowed 
to select the lands granted, will extend over and upon the 


| line of road located and being built by thiscompany. They 


would be legislated away from this company to aid in the 
construction of railroads, the very ground, in part, on which 


| their road is to be laid, and to which they give by their enter- 
lt is not necessary, it | 


prise and work, its greatest value. 
seems to your memorialist, todo more than state this simple 


| and single fact, in order to induce Congress so to arrest and 





i) 


modify its action as to avoid this great public and private 
wrong. He feels confident that if, by any hasty proceed- 
ing, such an injury to a large amount of property already 
invested, is likely to be inflicted, he may rely on the justice 
of your honorable bodies to prevent it when brought to your 
attention. 

Your memorialist will add that, before the bill in ques- 


tion passed the House of Representatives, an attempt was | 


made, as appears by the Journal, and by unanimous in- 
struction, as he is informed, of the Commitiee on Public 
Lands, o/' that body, so to modify and amen¢ it, as in some 
degree to protect and provide for the interests of this 
company. But the previous question on the passage of the 
bill being ordered, such amendment could only be made by 
unanimous consent of the House, which was not obtained. 
Your memorialist had reason to expect that this mudifica- 
tion, or some other amendment, which would protect and 
provide for the just rights and claims of the railroad of this 
company, would be made in the Senate, before the bill 
should pass that branch ; and he accordingly, by understand 

ing and appointment with several members of the Commit- 


| tee on Public Lands of the Senate, was to-day engaged at 


his lodgings in this city, preparing to appear betore that 
committee at their meeting on next Thursday, that he 
might then submit for their consideration full proof and 


showing of the facts which he has herein briefly set forth. | 


This evening, however, he has been surprised to hear that, 
instead of his having that expected and promised opportu- 
nity for exhibiting the injury and wrong which would be 
done to other interests and citizens of Iowa by the enact- 
ment of the law in the shape proposed, the bill was actually 
passed, without the usual reference to the Land Committee, 
or any other committee of the Senate. 

Under all these circumstances. considering the fatal 


iT 


injury that otherwise may be done directly to the interests of 
a portion of the people of lowa, and to a great work of truly 
national character ; that their petitions for aid to this work 
have been most numeroysly presented for three years past, 
manifesting their deep interest in the same; that no addi 
tional quantity of land is asked, beyond what is granted by 
the bill; but that the prayer of the company is for investi- 
gation and consideration that actual wrong may be pre 
vented, and an equitable and rightful course pursued in the 
appropriaiion of the public land ; your memorialist in their 
behalf submits the subject, relying on the justice and liber- 
| ality which they have a right to expect in answer to this 
| their remonstrance and prayer. 
ROBERT C. SCHENCK, 
| President of the Philadeiphia, Fort Wayne, and Platte 
River -iir-Line Railroad Company. c 


Wasuinoton, May 9, 1856. 


The PRESIDENT. The question is on the 
motion of the Senator from Kentucky to recon- 
sider the’ vote passing the bill. F 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. I cannot allow the 
question to be put without resisting the motion. 
I think it will be acknowledged by every Senator 

| present,and by everybody who heard the debate 
on Friday, that the bill was fairly passed—that 
there was no trick resorted to by me, or by any 
friend of the bill here, or in the House, or else- 
where, to procure its passage. I have acted hon- 
orably in the matter; my colleagues have acted 
honorably in the matter; and the Committee on 
Public Lands of the House of Representatives 
have acted honorably in the matter. That com- 
mittee heard Mr. Schenck; they considered his 
proposition; and they rejected it unanimously. 
here was not, I believe, a single vote in the 
Committee on Public Lands of the House of Rep- 
resentatives in favor of ingrafting upon the bill 
an amendment such as he desired, making a grant 
| of land for a fifth road, starting from the Missis- 
sippi river to go towards the Missouri river, par- 
allel with the four roads now contemplated to be 
constructed through that State. When the bill 
was under consideration in the House of Repre- 
| sentatives, Mr. Schenck wentto the chairman of 
the Committee on Public Lands of that House, 
[Mr. Bennett, of New York,} to the member 
from lowa, my colleague, [Mr. Sn 
and, I believe, also to Mr. Hatt, of Lowa, anc 
implored them to allow, by unanimous consent, 
an amendment to be made to insert the proposi- 
tion which he. desired to have ingrafted on the 
bill, granting alternate sections of land for the 
road from Toolsboro’, on the Mississippi river, 
to the Missouri river, parallel with the roads from 
| Davenport and Burlington to the Missouri river, 
which are but eighty miles apart. They told 
him that they could not get such a proposition 
| through the House if they did assent to it, and 
they resisted it to the extent of their power. He 
persisted; and they at last said to him: ‘If you, 
who have killed the bills for these roads on two 
| or three occasions, at pfevious sessions, through 
the influence of your tiends from Ohio and Indi- 
ana, and elsewhere, will now waive all objections, 
/and come and assist us, we will make no objec- 
tion.”? He said that he would do it; that he 
would bring in his friends—so I am told by them 
—to sustain the bill; but in a short time after he 
| went back and said: ‘* I have reconsidered this 
matter; I will not agree to assist your bill; I will 
do all I can to have the bill killed; if Lean get 
my friends to vote against it I willdo so.’’ And 
he did do so; he did get his friends to vote against 
| it. It passed the House of Representatives fairly; 
and it came here. When the proposition was 
| made by the Senator from Vermont to refer the 
bill to the Committee on Public Lands, | said dis- 
| tinctly that the object was to ingraft another grant 
of land upon the bill. I said that I would be 
glad to have a grant of al' the public lands inmy 
State, to aid her in the construction of railroads, 
but that my Legislature had never asked for this 
| grant; the people of lowa had never asked for it; 
and I, as one of the representatives of the people 
and the State of lowa, would not ask forit. If 
Congress’ were disposed-to say to me that they 
would make another grant, 1 would not agree 
| that it should be for a road on the line of this one, 
| because there are paramount interests in my 
State, there being two other roads which have 
greater age and greater influence in the State than 
the road of which Mr. Schenck is president, as I 
have been informed within a few days. 

I do not believe the statements which he has 
made here, that hundreds of thousands of dollars 
|| have been expended on this road. I have eight 
‘l or ten constituents in this city, and | have con- 
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versed with several of them on this subjeet; but 
they, like myself, are not apprised that any such 





a _ _ 


amount of work has been done on the road from | 





Toolsboro’, in which Mr. Schenck is interested. | 


Not a single man of them has ever heard of any- 
thing having been done, that I know of. I do not 
believe the spade has ever yet been put into the 
ground to make this road. I believe it is nothing 
else in God Almighty’s world but a speculation— 
atrap to force the roads from sooner and from 
Burlington to the Missouri river to buy them off. 
I know that my distinguished friend from Ken- 
tucky will believe me when I say that I would 


ea oa mas | 
not utter a word here to do injury to the feelings 


of any friend of his, much less to his own; but, | 


rir, when an outsider from the State of Ohio cqmes 


to tell the people of Iowa how they shall lay | 


off their roads, even though he does not ask 


from the Government a grant of land, I will resist 
it, though the whole State of Ohio, and all the rest | 
of the United States, should interpose; because [ | 


am in favor of letting every State manage her 
internal concerns as she Rleases. if Congress 
choose to give land to lowa, 1 hope it will be given 
to be disposed of in the construction of roads, as 
the Legislature of the State has request d by re- 
peated petitions, and as asked by the petitions of 
the people—the bona fide people of the State of 


Jowa, over and over again, ever since I took my | 


No 


seat here on the 26th day of December, 1848. 


petition, as far as | know, has ever come from the | 


people, and none from the Legislature, ] am quite 
certain, fora grant of land to Mr. Schenck’s road. 


This gentleman says that this road is being built | 


under the law of the State of lowa. What is 
that law? It is a general law authorizing any 
body of men te incorporate themselves to do any- 
thing that they may please, for the prosecution 
of any kind of work which they may choose to 
undertake—for building, ifthey please, overagain, 
the tower of Babél. They can incorporate them- 
selves by drawing up thi ir articles of agreement, 
and having them filed in the State Department. 
That is the charter which he has. He has no 
other in the world. He has never had the 
authority of the people of Lowa or of the people’s 


Levislature, or of the representative s of lowa— 


not a single man of them—to ask for this road. 
He killed this bill with the influence of his friends 
last year and the year before last, because we 


would not agree that his road should be inserted. | 


1 said then to my colleagues, Mr. Dodge, Mr. 
Hern, and Mr. John P. Ceok—all honorable 
men, though not agreeing in politics—that rather 
than be controlled by the influence of any other 


people than those of Iowa in the construction of | 


our roads, I would let the land all go. 
now. 
‘This land granted to Iowa is not a gift. 


I say so | 


If it | 


be granted to the State of lowa—as it will have | 


been fairly granted, if the President shall sign the | 
bill—the people of Lowa will pay money into the | 
Treasury for the land which they get, at the rate | 


of at least two dollars and fifty cents per acre. 


Because of the enhanced value given to the re- | 


served sections which the Government holds, they 


must sell for two dollars and fifty cents per acre; || 
and if they are not granted for these roads, they | 


will be taken by bounty land speculators, who 
will locate them with their warrants. Warrants 
for hundreds of thousands of acres are waiting to 
he sentoff. Since the bill passed, dealers in bounty 


land warrants have been to the Commissioner | 


of the General Land Office, as I am informed, to 
inquire of him whether it was not possible to put 
off the orders for suspending sales, for two or 
three days, in order that they might send out 
their warrants and telegraphic dispatches to their 


agents in Lowa, (the land warrant dealers—some | 


ot whom are the best friends I have in the world,) 
directing them to locate on the lines of these 
roads, taking advantage of the information given 
to them by the Congress of the United States, in 
passing the bill, in order to snatch froni the State 
of Lowa the lands intended to be granted to her 
by Congress, under this bill. 

I hope that the motion of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky will not be agreed to. [ hope so, because 
it will give an opportunity to these bounty land- 
warrant dealers which I do not wish them to 
have, and because I believe it will inflict serious 
harm on the young and prosperous State of lowa, 
whose progress towards wealth and greatness I 
am unwilling to see impeded. 
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| The Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. Brerer} 


came to me a few moments since, and said to me, 
** Jones, why is it that you wish to make so many 


roads parallel with each other across your State ? | 


Your State cannot sustain them.”’ ‘* Why, my 
dear sir,’’ said I, ‘* a proposition will be made in 


a few moments by the honorable Senator from | 


Kentucky to have another parallel road ingrafted 
on the bill as it passed the Senate on Friday last.”’ 

Mr. Schenck, the petitioner, states that the 
roads from Davenport and Burlington will inter- 
fere with his road. I admit that. I admit that 
they all cannot have the same land; but what is 
the history of the matter? The very first road 
petitioned for, I believe, was that from Davenport 


to the Missouri river, running through Iowa City, | 


the seat of government of our State, and Fort, 
Des Moines, to the Council Bluffs. That road 
has had cars running on it from the Mississippi 
river to lowa City, our seat of government, ever 
since October last. You can go from New York 
or any part of this eastern country to our seat of 
government on this very road, about sixty miles, 
(which he says will interfere with his,) upon 
which not hundreds of thousands, but millions 
of dollars have been expended, and upon which 
as good cars and as good locomotives are travel- 
ing three times a day, as upon any road in the 
United States. Shall that road now be made to 
give way for the benefit of a speculative road—a 
road that is made in the imagination of Mr. 
Schenck, and not by any company or by the 
work of any man? Lhopenot. General John A. 


Dix is the president of the Mississippi and Mis- | 


souriroad, which runs from Davenport, through 
Iowa and Fort Des Moines, to the Missouri 
river. He heard in New York that Mr. Schenck 
was trying to have his road included in this bill; 
and he has written to me a letter, which I will 
read to the Senate: 

@ New York, May 9, 1856. 

My pear Sir: Yours is just received. I cannot go to 
Washington, especially at this time. 

We are astonished to learn that Mr. Thorington has @s- 
sented to any amendment of the Lowa land bill, by which 
the Mississippiand Missouri railroad, the pioneer enterprise 
in lowa, is to be deprived of all participation in its benefits. 
I had a Jetter from Mr. J. O. Sargent yesterday, stating that 
it Was to be so amended as to refer to the Legislature to de 


cide between the Davenport and Toolsboro? line, and that | 
Linclose you acopy of | 


Mr. Thorington had assented to it. 
my answer. 

We regard ft as unjust, and, fndeed, as an utter disregard 
of our acknowledged claims; and I have no doubt it will 
be so considered in Lowa. 

I see by the Herald’s report of the proceedings in the 
House of Representatives that the bill has passed, but in 
what shape is not stated. We must rely on you, as the 
representative of the State, to see that justice is done to us. 
We have telegraphed to Iowa, and if the bill has passed 
with such an amendment as the one referred to, we must 
ask that no action be had on it in the Senate till we can 
communicate with you personally? 

I am, dear sir, sincerely yours, JOHN A. DIX. 


lion. Georvse W. JONEs. 


This is what is said by the president of that 
pioneer road, upon which the cars are running, 
as I have before said, three times a day backwards 
and forwards, and which is as good a road and 


| as well constructed as any in the United States. 


Are you to make this actual road give way for | 


Mr. Schenck’s projected one? 

What did the Senator from Illinois say the 
other day? He said that Illinois, it was true, 
would be glad to have this road made through 
that State—what they call the ** air-line”’ railroad. 
It is an air line drawn on a map, I admit, with 
black lines, with pen and ink; but that is all that 
isdrawn. The Senator from Illinois said, what 
every State-rights man ought to say, that Illinois 


|; would not interfere with Iowa in directing the 


construction of her roads or other internal affairs. 
I believe the Senator from Kentucky would feel 


| indignant at any Ohio man who would say to the 


|} is willing to favor it, 


people of his State, they should -not construct a 
railroad from Louisville to Lexington by way of 
Frankfort, but should by some other route more 
convenient or agreeable to Ohio. 
would tell the people in Ohio to attend to their 
own business, and that Kentucky would attend 
to hers. 

Mr. President, if the Senate design to give Mr. 


| Schenck a grant of land to build his railroad, let 


| the Senator from Kentucky, or any other friend 

whom he may find here who desires to serve him, 
| bring in a bill to make a grant of land to that 
| road, and let the country see whether the Senate 
sa Senator from Iowa, 





I know he || 


os 
May 12, 


| I will resist a grant of land to my State for the 
|road. My Legislature has instructed me to _ 
\ for a grant of land for a railroad from a oint 
|| opposite Prairie du Chien, in the State of Wig. 
consin, to fhe Missouri river; and for anoth: 

grant for a railroad from Keokuk, in the State of 
lowa, by way of Iowa City, to Dubuque, where 
| I myself reside. These two roads have been 
| prayed for by petitions from the people, and fro, 
the Legislature, for the last eight, ornine, or tey 

|| years. I,asan honest Senator—as the friend 
of my State, even if I had not been so instructed 

| should feel obliged to support these two roads. 





|| and I will do it before going for any others, thous) 
|| they be desired by the whole of the people of j}). 
linois, Indiana, and Ohio. 
| I hope that the Senate will not listen to this 
| proposition. The bill has been passed by a lar, 
| vote; and passed, I think, after sufficient diseys. 
\| sion. Six months, at least, were consumed jy 
| discussing the Illinois Central Railroad bill. 4 
| the points that could be made in relation to granjg 
| of land for such purposes were debated freely and 
| fully on that proposition; and the same discys. 
sion might be had over again in the Senate if the 
| opportunity were afforded in this case. Every 
|| Senator who was here at the time recollects wha 
| that discussion was; and those who were not here 
| must have read it, or can read it in the Globe 
whenever they please to do so. The result of 


that Illinois grant has shown that the Treasury 
| of the United States has made an immense amount 
of money, which it never would have made other. 
wise, in. consequence of it. Government lands 
|| which had been in the market, in Lilinois, for 
| forty or fifty years, have risen in price to ¢2 5) 
/anacre. The granted lands are sold, now, ata 
| minimum price of not less than ten dollars ay 
| acre by the Illinois Central Railroad Company, 
|The United States Government, if it chose to 
raise the price, could get ten dollars per acre for 
|| the lands on the line of that road. Why? That 
| road traverses'*the center of the State, from Cairo 
| to Chicago, and to Dubuque, lowa. Before its 
|| construction the land was almost useless to the 
| farmers of that State, because they could not get 
| their produce to market. I have paid taxes 
! myself, and my father before me, for the last thirty 
odd years, on lands in Illinois which were ev- 
| tirely worthless to us—which were of no use in 
| God’s world, though as rich, intrinsically, as any. 
| under the sun—until the Illinois Central Railroad 
| bill was passed; and now they have become valu- 
|| able, and I hope to get back my money, paid for 
| taxes, &c., from them. 
Mr. President, I will say no more on this sub- 
|| ject at present, unless I see a disposition on the 
| part of the Senate to agree to the motion of my 
Lanoralie friend from Kentucky. : 
| Mr. CRITTENDEN. I have but a very few 
| words to say. ‘The Senator from Lowa may be 
| assured that no mere personal feeling for myself, 
or a friend of mine, induced me to take part in 
this matter. Indeed, I have no other purpose in 
moving in the matter except that justice may be 
done. It will hardly be supposed that my object 
in making this motion is for the purpose of adding 
more roads. I certainly very distinctly disclaimed 
any purpose of that sort, and rather complained 
(though I voted for this bill) of the magnitude and 
multiplicity of the grants which we were obliged 
to make to roads in the new States for their pe- 
culiar benefit and advantage. When the sugges- 
tion was made to which the gentleman has alluded, 
that the object of referring the bill was to have 
another road added to it, | expressed a hope that 
no such purpose as ‘that induced the desire to 
have a reference of this bill. 
The statements which were made to me after 
the passage of the bill (for which, notwithstand- 
ing all my objections, I voted) induced me to 
believe that injustice had been done—perhaps 
thoughtlessly, and through forgetfulness of ar- 
rangements, which [ understood were supposed 
| to exist between the gentlemen friendly to these 
| four roads, and to the fifth road. At any rate, | 
thought that if, as represented, we hade granted 
away to these four railroads—railroads in con- 
| templation only themselves to some extent, and 
| to a very large extent—the very ground on which 
| the fifth one was to run, we had done injustice—we 
had stopped up their way. They have authority 
i of law for making a railroadin the manner which 
| the gentleman has described, under a general act 
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of the Legislature of Towa authorizing any per- | 
gons to associate together for such undertakings | 
under the authority of law. 
for that purpose, and are making a railroad now. 


There seems to be a misunderstanding, which 
{ very much regret, between my friend, Mr. 


«-henck, whose petition has been presented, and | 
Schene 


my friend the Senator from Iowa. I do not rec- 
fectprecisely What the statement of the remon- 

or petition is, but I understood, and I so 

‘ated, that several hundred thousand dollars had 

sen laid out already on this road. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. Ido not believe one 

word of it. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. The gentleman ex- 
presses his disbelief of the fact as he did before. 
The gentlemen may both be right. 

It may be so. 


om 


Mr. JONES, of lowa. j Ido 
it know that the fact is not so, but I do not be- 
ve lt. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. The Senator may be 
right in saying that little or no work has been 
done, yet Mr. Schenck may be right in his state- 
sent; for, although the money may not have been 
actually expended, contracts have been made and 
money paid over to the contractors. The money 
has been expended on a contract for making that 
road, though the work on that road is not yet 
done. That, I presyme, is the only way in which 
to reconcile the gentlemen’s conflicting state- 
The contracts have been made for this 


n 
Ji 


ments. 


They have united | 


road to such an extent, that more than $200,000, | 


to say the least, have been paid, as I understand. 
That money has gone from the hands of the pro- 
prietors, and is in the hands of the contractors; 
the bargain is made, and their money is gone. 
This will substantially verify the statement which 
is made, that $200,000 have been laid out, though 
the work for the $200,000 may only in part, or 
may not at all, be executed. 

This certainly creates an interest on the part 
of this company. Ought we to grant the very 
right of way of their road, and put it in the hands 
of rival companies? Ought we not, at least, if 
there be no land to grant, or if we are unwilling 
to grant any land to them, to secure them a right 
of way? It seems to me very just, certainly, that 
this should be done at least. 

Ido not know all the circumstances of the case, 
so as to be able to decide on the comparative 
merits or relative claims of these several and 
respective roads. I desire only that justice shall be 
done; and to that end I propose that the Senate 
reconsider their vote passing the bill. If they find 
that justice has been done, the bill will be passed 
again. This is the whole result. The Senate will 
only consider the matter over again. I think, 
therefore, seeing that the statements of gentlemen 
on all sides can be so readily reconciled, that my 
friend, when he gets a little over the deep anxiety 
which he naturally feels about this bill, will think 
that the expressions which he has used on this 
occasion are rather harsher than the circum- 
stances of the case required, and will be disposed 
to retract them. I know his generous feelings, 
and that no one would be more ready to retract 
an unintentional offense than himself, or to make 
a magnanimous allowance, particularly to one not 
standing on an equality here, and not competent 
to answer for himself on this floor. I am sure 
that, when he reflects on this matter, he will regret 
that he has, in a moment of excitement, permitted 
himself to use language so harsh towards another 
gentleman. 1 think his generosity and his mag- 
nanimity of character afford the assurance that 
this will take place. 

Very little work may be done on this road— 


~ | 
but some may be done. The Senator has been 


from home five or six months. He has not seen 


the work. He may be assured, as I feel myself | 


assured from.the statement made to me, that the 
money has been actually paid over into the hands 
of the contractors, and if they have not done the 
work, and are not at work, the 

am sure he will not feel himself authorized to con- 


tradict this; but I do not know what his inform- |} some work done on the road, and he does not 


know but that the statement, which 1 verily be- | 


tion is on the subject. This may be true, and, 

therefore, the statement does not, it seems to me 

—and I think he will so regard it—justify the 
ard and harsh epithets which he has applied.’ 
Mr. JONES, of Iowa. I would be the last 


man to injure the feelings of anybody. I said so 
when I uttered the remarks to which allusion 
Is made. My distinguished friend from Ken- 


y are in default. I || 


|last two or threp years. 


tucky will recollect that the charge was first | 
made upon me by Mr. Schenck, from Ohio. That 
gentleman went to the Senator from Kentucky, 
and told him that I had violated my pledge to 
him. Did not you tell me, my dear friend, yes- 
terday, [addressing Mr. Crirrenpen,]| that the 
reason why you intended to make the motion 
was because Mr. Schenck said I had promised 
to pnt that amendment in the bill, and I was 
guilty, therefore, of violating my pledge to him? 
That is the reason why I feel some excitement 
on this subject. Sir, [ have never violated my 
edge to any man willfully and knowingly, and 
| never will do it. That is the reason why I said 
what I did. 

I stated a few moments ago that I had 
sulted with my constituents and friends who are 
in this city from Iowa, and that no one of them 
knew of any work being done, or any contract 
made for work to be done, on this road, and that 
I had never beard of it until this morning, and 
did not believe it. Had I nota right to doubt it? 
Friends who have come lately from Lowa saw no 
work there. One gentleman, whom I see in the 
gallery behind me—as anxious as any man in the 
world fora road of his own—has just come from 

jurlington, and he tells me that he does not know 
and never heard of any work being done on this 
road. My colleague [Mr. Haran] has just 
come to me, and says that he has heard that there 
has been some work done on this road, but he 
says, at the same time, that they are working 
much more extensively and rapidly on the Mus- 
catine road, which hes between this road of 
Mr. Schenck’s-and the Davenport road. What 
will the city of Muscatine, with a population of 
ten or twelve thousand say, if they are cutout of 
a grant of land, and Toomsboro’ that has not one 
thousand—I believe there are not ten houses in 
it—get one? There is aflother road—this Mus- 
catine road—which is being worked upon. ‘The 
Burlington read has been worked upon for the 
It is graded for forty- 
two miles, and the cars are Now running a distance 
of ten miles, so I am now informed, on this road. 

There is no road, my colleague from thx 
House tells me—and I knew it myself, but did 
not think of it before—in the State of Illinois, 


" 


con- | 


that runs to Toolsboro’, the starting point of | 


Mr. Schenck’s air line. There is a railroad from 
Chicago to Davenport, and one from Chicago to 
Burlington, below it; but you now are to help to 
make a road to Toolsboro’—opposite to no place 
and to nobody. The Representatives from Illi- 


|nois themselves do not ask for it; but they 


would take it, if offered, of course. ‘They will 
take all the lands in Illinois if you will give them 


to them, to make a railroad in any other part | 


of the State. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. [I had some conversa- 
tion with Mr. Schenck about this matter. I saw 
my friend, the Senator from lowa, very soon after 
I had seen Mr. Schenck. I had a conversation 
with him, and | did tell him that Mr. Schenck in- 
formed me—as I understood the conversation; | 
did not pretend to detail it, but gave the substance 
of it—not only that great injustice had been done 
to his railroad by granting away the very land 
on which it was to go, but that Mr. Schenck was 
under the impression that some arrangement had 
been made between him and the friends of this bill 


(perhaps including the Senator here) by which, | 


according to his understanding, it was to undergo 


_ 


Nin this House such modiffeations as would recon- 


cile their interests—some modification such as he 
would be satisfied with, or such as had been 
agreed upon. I assured hint that, if the Senator 
from lowa had made any such agreement, it was 
through mere forgetfulness and inadvertence that 
he failed to carry it out in this body; and that, if 
he admitted any such arrangement to have been 
made, I had no doubt it would have been accom- 
| plished in the bill, if he had not forgotten it. I 
think so still. 

Now the gentleman finds that there has been 


lieve is true, that more than $200,000 has actually 
| been paid to contractors, is entirely correct. 


Some work has been done—to what extent ac- |! 


| tually done I will not undertake to say, but to no 
| very inconsiderable extent. All this may have 
| very well happened without his knowledge. 1 
i hope, then, that he will not persist in the exciting 
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remarks of a personal character which he has 





been tempted to make, no doubt in perfect good AS hea 
faith, believing them to be justified. I think there Cae 
is no cause forthem. The remonstrance on the ; . 
table is avery respectful one. I think there is Mr 
no cause for personal feeling or personal abuse; oa 
there isno language of offense in it, and I think, ra 
therefore, that my friend, with his customary pris 
generosity and magnaninmity, will not persist in Te 
such language. ' 
Mr. STUART. The hour ‘has arrived when, : 
by a previous order of the Senate, my colleague ; 
was to have the floor on another qui stion. I hy 
think this subject should be disposed of, and I % 
hope the Senate will at once proe ed to vote on 
the motion to reconsider. If the Senate are willing Lt nits 
to proceed to a vote, I shall not object to their ¥ % 
doing so. . <a 
Mr. JONES, of Iowa. Iam appealed to by a ao 
dear friend by my side, [Mr. Pueu,] and ad- rh 
monished that I have said too much against Mr. 
Schenck—that I have impugned his veracity. [ a 


told him that I should never have uttered a word ap 
about it, but that my friend from Kentucky, who 
represented him, gave me to understand that he 
said | had broken my pledge to him. That is 
the reason why I said ‘what I did in relation to 
him. I did not believe there was any work done on 
that road. Inow betieve it, because my colleague 
tells me so, and because I understand the ¢ ‘haplain 
of the Senate says he has seen work done there. 
The Senator from Kentucky believes it, because 
Mr. Schenck has tod him that they have paid 
out $200,000. For what? Is it for work onthe 
road? ‘They may have s nt $200,000 to London 
to buy iron. If so, that tron will not be lost. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. They paid it into the 
hands of the contractors for work. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. For work done? I 
never heard of it before. 

Mr. STUART. I ask whether Senators are 
willing that the vote may be taken? 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. Iam. 

Mr. STUART. If gentlemen are willing that 
the question should be taken I[ shall not call for 
the special order. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair is under the 


impression that this is a privileged question, and 


te 
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takes precedence of oth r business. ‘ 9 
Mr. STUART. Undoubtedly. tw 
Messrs. JONES, of Tennessee, PUGH, and 


WADE addressed the Chair. 

Mr. STUART. I am entitled to the floor, and, 
unless gentlemen will agree that the vote be taken 
on the motion to reconsider, | shall move to pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the special order. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I shall not agree 
to it until I make an explanation on this subject. 

Mr. STUART. Then I move to lay the mo- 
tion to ré consider on the table. . 

Mr. PUGH. I hope that I shall be allowed 
to say a word. 

The PRESIDENT. 
batable. 

Mr. PUGH. I am willing that the question 
shall go over, if it be nec ssary, but it certainly 
would be considered very inappropriate for me 
to remain silent after having presented the peti- f 
tion of Mr. Schenck 

The PRESIDENT. The motion to lay on the ; r 
not debatable. 12S 

Mr. FOOT. I trust that I may be allowed to 

interpose so far as to make a word of inquiry ' 
of the honorable Senator from Michigan, | Mr. 
Cass,] who is entitled to the floor at this hour rin 
by previous arrangement, on a special order, ! 
whether, after he shall have concluded his remarks, Te. 
there may not be sufficient time to take up this 
question again to-day, and dispose of it? It is j 
very manifest that if the discussion is to continue, 
several explanations will be made. The Senator 
from Tennessee has one to make, and I have one +. 
to make myself. 

The PRESIDENT. If the Senator from Mich- 
igan [Mr. Strvart] insists on his motion, the 
question is on laying on the table the motion of 
the Senator from Kentucky. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. What will be the effect 

i of that motion? Can a motion afterwards be 
made to reconsider? 

The PRESIDENT. It will be in order at any 
time to move to take the motion from the table. t 
| The question now is on the motion to lay an the 

table. 
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The motion was not agreed to; there being, on 
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a division—ayes 14, noes 15. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Will the honorable 
Senator from Michigan permit me to add one 
sentence or two more to what [ have already 
said, by way of explanation? 

Mr. CASS. I understand that I have no op- 
tion. 

Mr. STUART. The reason why I made the 
motion was for the purpose of enabling my col- 
learue to go on with his speech, which he is 
anxious and desirous to deliver, and for no other 
purpose. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. 
to the floor. ° 


Mr. FOOT. 


I believe I am entitled 


I hope the question will be 
taken again. The question was not understood 
before. The motion was made to lay this sub- 
ject on. the table for the time being, with the 
view of enabling the Senator from Michigan to 
proceed. 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator from Ken- 
tucky is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I only wish to explain 
to the gentleman from lowa what is meant by the 
statement that $200,000 or $300,000 have been 
expended on this road. A contract has been 
made with Chase & Co., of St. Louis, to the 
amount of a million of dollars—they undertaking 
to build the road, or certain portions of it. Bonds 
have been put in their hands, perhaps to the 
amount of $200,000, as 1 understand; other 
means—money—to the amount of $200,000 or 
300,000, has been placed in their hands by the 
company who have undertaken to make the road. 
That they consider as money expended. These 
are the facts on which the statement was made. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. If that were all true, 
and if they had made a contract for constructing 
the road to the Missouri river, and had paid a 
large proportion of the consideration, it would 
not authorize them to take land from the road for 

_ which l amaskingit, tobe giventothem? Lask, 
if they had made a contract to construct their 
road to the Missouri river, three hundred miles, 
would that entitle them to this grant of land ? 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. 
that the statement was correct. ° 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. 
it to the extent that I have already done. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I wanted to show 
merely that my original statement of money ex- 
pended was correct. Chase & Co. have been 
contracted with to do this work. They have re- 
ceived bonds of counties who have subscribed to 
a large amount, and in addition have received two 
or three hundred thousand dollars upon contract. 
‘They have done some work, though to what ex- 
tent I do not know. 

Mr. PUGH. I think it is due to the Senator 
from Michigan [Mr. Cass] that we should proceed 
to the consideration of the special order; and, be- 


lieving that to be a proper motion, I move to take | 


up the special order. 

Mr. ADAMS. 
ject for the present. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is on the 
motion to postpone this subject until to-morrow, 
for the purpose of taking up the special order. 

The motion was agreed to. 


NATURALIZATION LAWS. 


Mr. ADAMS. Itwill beremembered that three 
weeks ago, the bill to amend the naturalization 
laws, introduced by myself, was made the special 
order for this day. Other business has intervened 
so as to prevent its consideration. I do not 
desire to obtrude it on the Senate, but I ask that 
it may be taken up and made the special order for 
this an week. To this, I presume, there can be 
no objection. 


The Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the | 


Whole to consider the bill; and, on motion of Mr. 
Apams, its farther consideration was postponed 
to Monday next, and made the special order for 
that day. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


_A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Wessrer, his Secretary, informed 


the Senate that he had approved and signed the | 


resolution for the relief of the Southwestern and 
Muscogee Railroad Companies. 


from the President. 


| sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 
poses to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury | 
to extend the building in process of construction | 
at Milwaukee for a custom-house, court-rooms, | 
and post office, not exceeding twenty-five feet in | 


spent 


I only wanted to show || 


f am willing to admit 





Several messages in writing were also received 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
resumed the consideration of the bill(S No. 172) 
to authorize the people of the Territory of Kan- 
sas to form a constitution and State government, 
preparatory to their admission into the Union, 
when they have the requisite population. 

Mr. CASS addressed the Senate at length upon 


| the constitutional power of Congress over the 


Territories, but yielded the floor without conclud- 


| ing his speech; and the further consideration of 
| the bill was postponed until to-morrow. 


MILWAUKEE CUSTOM-HOUSE. 
Mr. DODGE. 


and court-house, at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, was 


received this morning from the House of Repre- 
1 ask the Senate now to take it up | 


Sentatives. 
and pass it. 

The joint resolution was read the first and 
second times by unanimous consent, and con- 
It pro- 


"er 


| length, at an expense of not more than $33,000. | 

The resolution was reported to the Senate | 
| without amendment, ordered to a third reading, 
| read the third time, and passed. 


EXECUTIVE BUSINESS. 
Mr. EVANS. Mr. President, there is lying 


| on the table, as I understand, a nomination from | 


the President for a judge of the district of South 
Carolina. The judge has lately died, and the 
court is tositon next Monday. 
therefore, that the nomination should be 


the consideration of exegytive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and after some time 
in executive session, the doors were re- 
opened, and the Senate adjourned. 


Senet 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, May 12, 1856. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 

by the Chaplain, Rev. Dante, Waxpo. 

The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 
SECURITY.OF AM ERICAN CITIZENS. 


Prayer 


The SPEAKER stated that the business first || 


in order was the consideration of a motion, intro- 
duced by Mr. Crineman, on Monday last, to 
suspend the rules to enable him to introduce the 
following resolution: 
\ Joint Resolution for the better protection of American 
citizens. 

Be it resolved, 'c., That for the better protection of the 
persons and property of American citizens under the law 
of nations, and as secured by existing treaty stipulations 


| with reference to the thoroughfares or lines of travel be- 
| tween the waters of the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, the 
|| President of the United States be, and he is hereby, author- 
: ||*ized to employ any pit of the land or naval forces of the 
I move to postpone this sub- 


country, and to call for and use any number of volunteers 


| that may be necessary to provide for the safety of passen 


gers, and other of our citizens in those localities, and such 
forces may be used by him, in aid of the local authotities 
or otherwise, to insure the observance of such rights as the 
Government of the United States and its citizens are enti- 


| tled to enjoy. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I wish to appeal to the 


| gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,] if he 
| is in, and if he is not, to the House, to allow this 


resolution to come in, and be postponed until a 
day certain. I understand that the information 
called for the other day can be here to-morrow 
or the next day. I propose to defer the consid- 
eration of this resolution to a future day, and I 
hope there will be a general consent to that 
course. I do not desire that there should be any 
action, or even a consideration of it at this time. 
If it is postponed until a future day, I shall leave 
the House, under the information which shall be 
received, to act upoa it. Gentlemen will, when 
they come to examine the matter—I do not feel 
at liberty to speak upon it now—concur with me 
in the course I propose. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I have no objec- 
tion to that course, with the understanding that 
I shall have an opportunity to offer the substitute 
which I send up to be read. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I propose that they both 
be allowed to come in, and their consideration go 
over together. 


A joint resolution (J. R. No. 
| e . ~ | 
15) for enlarging the custom-house, post office, | 


[t is important, | 
acted | 
upon at once. [| move that the Senate proceed to | 


The substitute of Mr. CampBeLL was then read. 
as follows: 7 


Resolved, That the President be requested to ne 

| through the Department of State, with the Govern; 
England and Russia, for the acquisition of the C 

| all other British and Russian possessions on this continent 
and with the Government of Spain for the acquisition of the 
Island of Cuba, on terms consistent with the honor and 


peaceful relations of the Governments negotiating, and With 
the consent of the people whooccupy said possessions: Pro 


vided, ‘That if said possessions shall be annexed to the United 
States there shall neither be slavery nor involuntary seryj_ 
tude thercin, otherwise than in punishment of crime. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I desire to ask the fen. 
tleman from North Carolina what objection he 
has to the reference of that resolution to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs? The subject is 
a grave and important one, and requires the de. 
liberate action of the House. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Ihave no objection to jt 
but it cannot be referred now. The committee. 
too, have the subject under consideration, but 
they will probably not be able to report under 
two months. I doubt whether the Committee op 
Public Lands will get through before that time; 
and there are two or three other committees 
which must be called before that one will be 
reached. I think I could satisfy the House, could 
I speak for ten minutes, that, under the oblige- 
tions of a treaty which I hold in my hand, we 
are bound to give the Presidegt some authority 
of this kind. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I think the resolution 
should be referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I have no objection to the 
gentleman’s making that motion. 

The SPEAKER. It can only be done by 
unanimous consent, 

Mr. MORGAN. I object. 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon the 
motion to suspend the rules. 

Mr. LETCHER. I propose that the House 

| shalk give the gentleman from North Carolina ten 
minutes to explain his resolution. 

Mr. MATTESON. I object. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I object to the 
consumption of time, by the gentleman from North 

| Carolina, unless the same privilege is accorded to 
others. 

| Mr. CLINGMAN. Have the yeas and nays 

| been ordered upon the motion to suspend the 
| rules? 

| ‘The SPEAKER. They have not been ordered. 

Mr. WALKER. I rise for the purpose of 

| inquiring of the Chair if the resolution does not 

come up for consideration as a matter of course, 

as the first thing in order, being continued over 


gtiate, 
nents of 
anadas and 


|| from last Monday? 


The SPEAKER. The motion to suspend the 
rules to allow its introduction, comes over from 
last Monday. 

| Mr. WALKER. If the motion to suspend the 
| rules be decided in the affirmative, will not the 
| first business of the House be the consideration 
| of the resolution ? 


The SPEAKER. It will. 





| Mr. MATTESON. I understand that the gen- 
| tleman from North Carolina proposes that its con- 
| sideration shall go over for the present, and that 

he desires it. 
| Mr.CLINGMAN.,. That was my proposition. 
| The SPEAKER, That can only be acted upon 
| after the House has acted upon the motion to sus- 
| pend the rules. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I call for the 

yeas and nays upon the pending motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and there were— 
yeas 53, nays 74; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barksdale, Bell, Bocock, 
Burnett, Cadwalader, John P. Campbell, Clingman, Cox, 
Cullen, Davidson, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Eustis, 
Evans, Faulkner, Foster, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Green- 
wood, J. Morrison Harris, Haven, Kelly, Kennett, Lump- 
kin, Mace, Maxwell, McMullin, Smith Miller, Paine, Peck, 
Phelps, Ready, Ricaud, Richardson, Ruffin, Sandidge, 
Shorter, William Smith Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, Talbott, 
Taylor, Todd, Tyson, Walker, Warner, Watkins, Wells, 
Wheeler, and Daniel B. Wright—53. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Benson, 
Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffin- 
ton, Burlingame, Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, Ezra Clark, « 
Clawson, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, Cragin, Cum- 
back, Henry Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, Dean, Durfee, 
Henry M. Faller, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Goode, Gran- 
ger, Harlan, Harrison, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Val- 
entine B. Horton, George W. Jones, King, Knapp, Kniglit, 
Knowlton, Knox, Letcher, Matteson, McCarty, Killian 
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—_ 


—— : 
cathe Millson, Morgan, Morrill, Murray, Parker, Pelton, 
. -y. Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Puryear, Ritchie, Roberts, 


sahin, Sapp, Scott, William R. Smith, Stanton, Stranahan, | 
Sabin, § 


ryorington, ‘Thurston, Trafton, Wakeman, Walbridge, 
Waldron, Israel Washburn, Whitney, Woodruff, and 
\oodworth—74. 

So the rules were not suspended, two thirds 
pot voting in favor thereof. 

pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. COVODE said: I have, by understanding 
of the parties, paired off Mr. Winstow with Mr. 
sce for three weeks, with the privilege of trans- 
‘ring the last week to another person. I have 





so paired off Mr. Vauw with Mr. Kyienr for | 


wwo weeks from Wednesday next. Mr. Knigur 
-. present, and therefore will not vote. 
1S a 


Mr. JEWETT said: I have paired off with 


Mr. Lerrer for one week from to-day; other- || 


wise 1 would have voted for a suspension of the 


MM. GREENWOOD said: Mr. Speaker, by 
aereement with the gentleman from Massachu- 


«tts, Mr. Burrinton, I have paired off my col- | 


jacue, Mr. Rust, with Mr. Hatt, of Massachu- 


setts, for one week from to-day. 


‘Mr. ZOLLICOFFER stated that he had paired | 


of for the next three weeks with Mr. Rossiys. 
WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
On motion of Mr. HARLAN, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted for the withdrawal from || 


the files of the House of the petitions of eitizens of Lowa, 
jijinois, and Indiana, for the purpose of their reference to 
the Senate. 


BOOKS FOR MEMBERS. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 


offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representa- | 


tives furnish and deliver to each of the members and Dele- 
gates of the House of the present Congress, who have not 
already received them, and pay for the same out of the 
contingent fund of the House, such numbers dnd editions 
of suc books of a public character as were furnished to the 
new members and Delegates in the last Congress: Provided, 
That they be furnished at prices not exceeding those for 
which they were heretofore supplied to such members and 
Delegates. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I move to suspend the 


rules for the purpose I have indicated. 


I ask leave to | 





Mr. JONES. The law is directly against one | 


House distributing books. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. Certainly. 
The House refused to suspend the rules. 


DUTIES ON AMERICAN COTTON ABROAD. 


Mr. STEPHENS, by unanimous consent, 
offered the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested to 
communicate to this House, in tabular form, such informa- 
tion as may be in possession of the Department of State, 
respecting the tariff duties and custom-house regulations 
applicable to American cotton in the principal commercial 
countries ; also tabular comparative statements, showing— 
first, the quantities of cotton exported from the United 
States to the principal commercial countries respectively, 
and the aggregate amount of duties derived therefrom ; 


second, the quantities of cotton imported into Great Britain, | 


France, and Spain, respectively, and the countries whence 
imported; third, the quantities of cotton exported by Great 


Britain to all countries respectively ; and, fourth, the quan- | 


tities and values of cotton manufacture and yarns exported 
from Great Britain and from the United States, respectively, 
to all countries; each of these statements embracing a 
period of five years, from 1851 to 1855, both inclusive, or 


for so much of said period as authentic data are attainable, | 


together with such other general information respecting the | 


cotton trade of the United States as may be deemed perti- | 


nent to the purport of this resolution. 
UNITED STATES TROOPS IN KANSAS. 
Mr. BARBOUR, by unanimous consent, offered 


the following resolution; which was read and | 


adopted, nem. con.: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
requested to inform this House whether United States 
soldiers have been employed in the Territory of Kansas to 
arrest persons charged with violation of certain supposed 
laws enacted by a supposed Legislature assembled at 
Shawnee Mission, in said Territory: and if such soldiers 
have been so employed, that the President inform this 
House by what authority they were so employed. 


_ Mr.CARLILE. Mr. Speaker, I ask the unan- 
mous consent of the House for leave to take from 
the Speaker’s table Senate bill for the relief of the 
heirs of Jabez Rooker, deceased, that it may be 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object to any 
bill being taken from the Speaker’s table. Let 


gentlemen go to that business, and take it up in 
regular order. 





| 
| 
i 
| 
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| 
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PUBLIC BUILDINGS AT MILWAUKEE. 
Mr. WELLS. I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House for leave to introduce a joint reso- 
lution for enlarging the custom-house, post office, 


; and court-house, at Milwaukee, Wisconsin. I 


will state in advance that the resolution only asks 
for Milwaukee the same enlarged accommodations 


| for custom-house, post office, and judicial pur- 


— that were granted to Buffalo and Cleveland. 
t is recommended by the Postmaster General, 


| and also by the Secretary of the Treasury. 


Mr. LETCHER. I object. 
Mr. WELLS. I move to suspend the rules for 
the purpose I have indicated. 
The House was divided on the motion; and 
there were—ayes 77, noes 34. 
Mr. COBB, of Alabama, asked for tellers. 
Mr. LETCHER demanded the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. WHEELER, 
and Davis of Massachusetts, were appointed. 


Mr. HAVEN. I am desirous of aiding the 


| gentleman from Wisconsin, if his resolution be 


what l suppose itis. LIwould like to have it read 
again, as its character is not known here. 
‘The resolution was again read. 


Mr. McMULLIN. I desire to be informed | 


whether or pe this resolution has been before a 
committee? 

The SPEAKER. It has not been referred to 
any committee of this House. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Then I desire to present 
a point of order to the Speaker. The resolution 
contemplates an appropriation. Do not the rules 
require it to go to a Committee of the Whole 
House? 

The SPEAKER. 


The motion is to suspend 


| the rules. 


The House was divided ;and the tellers reported 
—ayes 80, noes 39. 

So the rules were suspended; and the resolu- 
tion was introduced, a read a first and second 


| time. 


Mr. WELLS. 
is one of the custom-houses authorized by the last 
Congress, and is of the same character as those 
that were ordered at Buffalo, Cleveland, Detroit, 
and Chicago. The appropriation at that time 
was $88,000, and the contract was made in accord- 
ance with that appropriation; but on examination 


| by the Government officers who were sent to 


superintend the work, they became satisfied that 
the building was not large enough to accommo- 
date the present business at Milwaukee, more 
particularly that of the post office. 
yrobably be large enough for the custom-house 
aobiens, but not for the court rooms and post 
office. The work has therefore been suspended, 
by order of the Government, till the action of 


Congress be had in the matter, as to whether the | 
| building is to be enlarged or not. 


such action is had the work will go on; and now 
is the right season of the year to do such work. 

As gentlemen seem to desire it, I will very 
briefly state some of the reasons why Milwaukee 
should be as well considered as other western 
cities in the dispensation of the benefits of the 


Federal Government. It is the great commercial | 
| mart or center of the whole State. 


Since the 
first appropriation of $50,000 for Milwaukee, the 
population of the city has nearly doubled. Then 
it was twenfy thousand, now it is approachin 
forty thousand. Its commerce has increased 
more rapidly than its population. Its people are 
enterprising and energetic, and push, with true 
American vigor, every effort for the credit of the 
State and the honor of the Union. 


tion. They radiate in various directions, and 
make that city still more the great entrepdt for 
the business of the surrounding States. Its 
salubrious location, and easy acquisition of every 
comfort and luxury, entice to its splendid sites 
wealthy capitalists from every part of the world. 
With such unexpected increase of population 
and commerce, the plans for custom-house, post 
office, and court-house accommodations hereto- 
fore adopted are now totally inadequate. What 
I ask is for the interest of the General Govern- 
ment, and the interests of the people I have the 


honor to represent. Indeed, the bill isdemanded | 


by the dictates of the best economy. The pro- 
vision for enlargement might be more extended, 
if we take into consideration the steady growth 
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I would simply state that this | 


It would | 


As soon as | 





of Milwaukee in every attitude of a great com- 
mercial city; but, at present, I only feel bound 
to offer what is presented for the consideration 
of the House. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Allow me toask the gentle- 
man one question. I ask the gentleman if this 
eXtension is asked for on the recommendation of 
the Secretary of the Treasury ? 

Mr. WELLS. It hasthe recommendation of 
the Secretary of the Treasury and the Postmas- 
ter General. ; 

Mr. McMULLIN. 
those officers? 

Mr. WELLS. I have. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Be kind enough to have 
them read. 

Mr. WELLS. I will, if the House desires it. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I would like to hear these 
letters read. 

They were read, as follows: 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, .2pril 28, 1856. 


Have you letters from 


Str: In conformity to a resolution of the Senate of the 
24th ultimo, ** that the Secretary of the Treasury be re 
quested to report whether the building authorized to be con 
structed at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, for custom-house, post 
office, United States court-rooms, and other purposes, is 
sufficiently large to accommodate the different branches 
of the public service for which it was designed,” I have the 
honor to state, that the said building is deemed fully ample 
for the accommodation of the officers of the customs, and 
probably also for the United States courts. Whether it will 

| be sufficient for the accommodation of the post office is a 
question appropriate for the opinion of the Postmaster Gen 
eral, and which he will, of course, communicate to the Sen 
ate in compliance with the tenor of the resolution. 

Should Congress determine to increase this building, I 
would recommend an addition of twelve and a half feet to 
each end, making it one hundred and ten feet long by sixty 
feet wide. To build such addition would require an addi- 
tional appropriation of $30,000, with ten per cent. thereon 

| for contingencies. 

IL have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

JAMES GUTHRIE, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. Jesse D. Brieout, President pro tempore United 
States Senate. 


Post Orrice DEPARTMENT, 
ApPoINTMENT Orrice, pril 30, 1856. | 

Sin: Agreeable to the request contained in your letter of 
the 29th instant, I herewith inclose your copies of all the 
papers forwarded to the President of the Senate-in answer 
to a resolution of that body, requesting the Postmaster Gen 
eral to furnish information in relation to the building au- 
thorized to be builtat Milwaukee, Wisconsin, for a custom- 
house, post office, &e. 

In a communication to the Speaker of the House of Rep 
resentatives, in relation to the post office at Buffalo, New 
York, the Postmaster General makes the following sugges- 
tion: ** Il embrace this occasion to add that, in the passage 
of laws for the erection of buildings for post offices in the 
large cities, it is highly important that provision be made 
not only for the present but the future wants and accom- 
modation of the citizens.’? 

I am, respectfully, &c., HORATIO KING, 

First Assistant Postmaster General. 
Hon. Daniet Wetxts, Jr., House of Representatives. 


Mr. HAVEN. I desire to say one word in 
reference to this matter, but before doing so I 
desire to understand what is the precise question 


4, before éhe House. 


Since 1850, | 
four new lines of railroad have been put in opera- | 


|| limit, for which I intend to vote. 


om | 


The SPEAKER. The question is on order- 
ing the joint resolution to be engrossed and read 
& third time. 

Mr. HAVEN. I wish to make a few sugges- 
tions to the House in regard to this matter. ‘This 
is one of the cases in reference to the increase 
of the size of these buildings to a reasonable 
And I want to 
say to the House that the custom-house, court- 
house, and post office at Chicago, is another, 
and these are about the extent of the limit. to which 
{ am willing to go hereafter. In reference to this 
Milwaukee house, let me say that last year we 
did increase the appropriation for the enlarge- 
ment of this custom-house, and itis well enough 


|| for the members of the House who were not here 


then to know it. At first — two or three years 
ago—an appropriation of, I think, $60,000, was 
| made for a building of another and smaller class. 
Last year, however, under the recommendation 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, we increased it 
to an $88,000 house, bringing it up to the same 
class as those authorized for Buffalo, Chicago, 
Oswego, Detroit, and several other leading points 
in the northern and northwestern secticns of the 
|| country. I understand, from the yates Sant read, 
|| that, in the opinion of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury the building now being constructed at Mil- 
|| waukee is of sufficient size to accommodate the 
''wants of the custom-house, and the district 
court of the United States, which holds its ses- 
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sion at that point. But Ic 


master General in the opinion that it was neces- | 


sary that Milwaukee should have accommoda- 
tions beyond what are now provided for the post 
omce. 

And let me say to those gentlemen who have 
never visited Milwaukee, Chicago, Detroit, Buf- 
fulo, and other flourishing cities of the Northwest, 
that they can have no idea of the progress, the 
necessities, and wants of those places. I know 
it is but a few years since we first heard the 
names of many of these places. But, sir, if gen- 
tlemen will visit the western shore of Lake Mich- 
igan, they will find there cities rivaling in extent, 
in magnificence, in the character of their build- 
ings, and in their commerce, many of the lead- 
ing cities on the Atlantic coast. I recollect very 
well going to the post office in Milwaukee last 
fall. 1 then made personal inquiry into the mat- 
ter, and I came to the same conclusion then that 
the Secretary of the Treasury has come to now. 
I think we ought to make this small appropri- 


ation, which will place this building in the same | 


class in which it is proposed to place that of Chi- 
cago, and in which we have placed that at Buf- 
falo. I think, if gentlemen will examine the sub- 
ject, they will concur with me that it will not be 
an extravagant or improper expenditure of the 
public money. And especially guarded as this 
resolution is, requiring that a contract shall be 
entered into for the completion of the entire work 
within the amount of the appropriation hereto- 
fore and now made, before any portion of the 
money can be expended, I think the appropri- 


ation 1s a proper and economical one, and that it 


is wise that it should be made. 
I do not wish to detain the House further. I 
think it is due ‘to the great Northwest that this 


building should be placed in the class in which it | 


is now proposed to place it. 

Mr. WELLS. I think the House understands 
this question as well as it can understand it, and 
I therefore call the previous question on the en- 
grossment of the joint resolution. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The resolution was then onhieae to be engrossed 
and read a, third time; and being engrossed, it 
was accordingly read the third timo. 

Mr. McMULLIN. 
nays upon the passage of the resolution. 
‘The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
The joint resolution was then passed. 


Mr. WELLS moved that the vote by which | 


the joint resolution was passed be reconsidered; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 


laid on the table; which latter motion was agreed | 


to. 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message was received from the President of || 
the United States, by Mr. Sipney Wessrter, his || 


Private Secretary, notifying the House that he 
had approved and signed bills and joint resolu- 
tions of the following titles: ° 

An act (H. R. No. 303) creating Columbus, in 
Kentucky, a port of delivery. 

An act (H. R. No. 121) to surrender to the 
State of Illinois the Cumberland road, in said 
State. 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 12) for enlarging 
the custom-house, post office, and court-house at 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Joint resolution (H. R. No. 3) relating to the 
appropriation for the improvement of the harbor 
at Sheboygan, Wisconsin. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by | 


Mr. Dicxins, its Secretary, informing the House 
that the Senate had passed a bill for the relief of 
Norwood McClelland, master of the steamboat 
New World; in which he was directed to ask tlie 
concurrence of the House. 


UNITED STATES TROOPS IN KANSAS, AGAIN. 


Mr. BOYCE. I rise to a privileged question. 
This side of the House had no objection to calt- 
ing on the President for the information called 
for in the resolution which was passed a few min- 
utes ago, but we object to the phraseology of the 
resolution. It speaks of a d Legislature”’ 
of Kansas. I do not want this question decided 
in that way by a resolution of the House, and I 
move, therefore, to reconsider the vote by which 


I demand the yeas and | 


| Mr. LETCHER. 
|| Mr. GROW. 


| 
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is corrected, there is no objection to calling for 
the proposed information. 

Mr. STEPHENS. | hope the gentleman from 
South Carolina will withdraw the motion to re- 
consider. 
resolution to stand as it was passed. 

Mr. BOYCE. No, sir; I do not withdraw the 
motion. 

Mr. FLAGLER. 1 move to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
something on the motion to reconsider. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. SMITH. I wish to submit some remarks 
before the vote is taken on the motion to recon- 
sider. 

Several Members called to order. 


I think it would be better to allow the || 


I desire to say | 


| 
} 
} 


} 
| 


| prevent the legal exercise of the elective franchise 


urges its passage. 
r. JONES, of Tennessee. 
have the bill read ? 
The SPEAKER. Itis. 
Mr. JONES. Then I ask that it be read. 
The bill was read in extenso. It is as follows: 


Be it enacted, §c., That if any commissione 
person appointed to superintend municipal e 
city of Washington shall Knowingly refuse 


Is it in order to 


v Or other 
lections in the 
to receive the 


| vote of a person possessing the legal qualification to vote 


at such election, or shall in any other manner hinder or 


in said city 


|| of Washington, he shall, upon indictment and conviction 


| | thereof before the criminal court of the District of Co 


: : : . tr Ambia, 
be subject to imprisonment in the county jail fora period of 


time not exceeding six months, and to a fine not exceeding 
$200 in each case, at the discretion of the court, and shalj 
thereafter be ineligible to any office under the city corpora. 


|| tion, besides being liable in damages to the party whose yote 


The question was then taken; and the motion || 


to reconsider was laid on the table. 
DETROIT CUSTOM-HOUSE. 
Mr. WALBRIDGE asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to introduce a joint resolution 
for enlarging the custom-house, court rooms, and 


post office at Detroit. 
Mr. MeMULLIN objected. 


| commission 


shall be so rejected. 

Sec. 2. And he it further enacted, That the penalty pre- 
scribed in the foregoing section of this act shall apply to any 
commissioners or other person appointed to superintend 
an election who may willfully and knowingly receive, or 
permit to be received, the vote of any person not legally 
authorized to vote ; and, also, to any person or persons who 
may hemes disturb, molest, hinder, or interfere with, said 

rs while in the discharge of their duties, oy 


|| who.may willfully disturb, molest, hinder, or interfere with 
| any voter while at or going to the polls ; and, also, to any 


Mr. WALBRIDGE moved to suspend the || 


rules. 
‘The question was taken; and twoMfhirds not 


voting in the affirmative, the rules were not sus- || to be securely kept for a period of at least two years. 


pended. . 
TERRITORIAL BUSINESS. 
Mr. GROW. 


to have some time set apart, as is usual, for the 
consideration of the territorial business. 
appropriation bills are before the committee as a 
special order until they are disposed of. 
pose, therefore, that the territorial business be 


I ask the consent of the House | 


person or persons who may vote illegally, or more than once, 
at any municipal election. And in making the returns of 


| any election to the register of the city, the commissioners 


or other persons appointed to superintend said election shal| 
also make a return of all the ballots cast on the occasion, 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That in the joint meet- 
ting of the boards of aldermen and common council for the 
appointment of commissioners of elections, as provided in 


| the sixth section of the act approved May 15, 1820, entitled 


|| ** An act to incorporate the inhabitants of the city of Wash- 


The || 


ington, and to repeal all acts heretofore passed for that 


| purpose,’”? no member of either board shall be entitled to 


I pro- || 


vote for more than two of the three commissioners to be 
elected for each ward or election precirict ; and in all cases 


| the three persons having the highest number of votes shall 


made the special order for the first Tuesday in | 


July, and from day to day until disposed of. 
Mr. LANE. 

earlier day; say the fourth Monday of June. 
Mr. GROW. The presidential conventions 


meet in June, and I suppose there will be but few 


members here, and that will probably be the time || 
| the polls shall be opened at seven o’clock, a. m., and closed 


for an adjournment to clean and fix up the Hall 
for summer. 

Mr. HAVEN. 
fixed. I think that circumstances will enable us 
to bring the session to a close at the time men- 
tioned by the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. GROW. I am willing to fix any time, 
according to the sense of the House. 

Mr. LANE. I suggest the fourth Monday of 

| June. By that time the presidential conventions 
will be over. 

Mr. GROW. Iaccept that time. My resolu- 

tion ls now— 


consideration of the ordinary territorial business, and every 

day thereafter until the business is disposed of. 

I object. 

I move to suspend the rules to 
enable me to introduce the resolution. 

| The House was divided on the motion; and 

pthere were—ayes 81—— 

| Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, demanded the yeas 

| and nays. 

| Mr. BOCOCK. If the gentleman would amend 


|| his resolution, and, as has been usual heretofore, | 


| set apart a certain time for the consideration of 
the territorial business, I do not think there would 
be a single objection to his motion. 
Mr.GROW. Then I modify my resolution 
| so that a week from, and inclusive of, the fourth 


Monday of June, be set apart for the considera- | 


tion of said business. 
Mr. SMITH. I withdraw the call for the yeas 
| and nays. 
| ‘The rules were suspended for the introduction 
of the resolution; and, being introduced, it was 
| adopted. 


ELECTION LAW FOR WASHINGTON CITY. 


Mr. GOODE. There is on the Speaker’s table 
a Senate bill ‘‘ defining the duties of commis- 
| sioners of elections in the city of Washington,” 
| which I now ask leave to have taken up and put 
| on its passage. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I object. 
Mr. GOODE. I move to suspend the rules for 
the purpose I have stated. The passage of the 
bill is asked by everybody in the city; all parties 


I hope an earlier day will be | 


That the fourth Monday of June be set apart for the | 











be declared duly elected. 
Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the 


|| duty of the city corporation to provide at least two election 
I hope the gentleman will fix an || 

|| intend elections in the same, and to adopt such other regu- 
| lations as may be necessary to give full force and effect to 


precincts in each ward, to appoint commissioners to super- 


this act. 
Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That at all elections 
to be held in the city of Washington for municipal officers, 


at seven o’clock, p. m. ; and that all acts and parts of acts 


| inconsistent with this act are hereby repealed. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I demand the yeas 
and nays upon the motion to suspend the sale 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. JONES. [ would ask the gentleman from 
Virginia to vary his motion, and to make ita 
motion to proceed tothe business upon the 
Speaker’s table. ’ 

Mr. GOODE. As friends differ upon this sub- 


| ject, [think we had better take the question upon 
| this particular motion, and see what the wish of 
| the House is. 


Mr. WALKER. I wish only to say that I 
think that ia the third line of the first section of 
the bill, the word ‘‘willfully’’ ought to follow the 
word ** knowingly,’’ so as to make it read ** know- 


| ingly and willfully refuse to receive the vote,’’ &c. 


Mr. JONES. I wish to say that the friends of 
the bill will not object to that. 

The question was then taken; and there were— 
yeas 69, nays 62; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Allison, Barksdale, Bell, 
Benson, Billinghurst, Bliss, Bocock, Branch, Brenton, 
Brooks, Burnett, Cadwalader, Caskie, Howell Cobb, Wil- 
liamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, Davidson, Denver, Dowdell, 
Elliott, English, Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J.D. 
Fuller, Goode, Granger, Greenwood, Grow, Valentine B. 
Horton, Hughston, George W. Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Letcher, 
Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, 
Matteson, Maxwell, McCarty, MeMullin, Meacham, Killian 
Miller, Millson, Peck, Phelps, Richardson, Ruffin, San- 
didge, Shorter, Simmons, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, 
Stephens, Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, Thurston, Tyson, War- 
ner, Israel Washburn, Watkins, Wheeler, Williams, Daniel 
B. Wright, and John V. Wright—69. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Ball, Barbour, Bingham, Brad- 
shaw, Buffinton, Burlingame, Lewis D, Campbell, Carlile, 
Ezra Clark, Clawson, Cox, Cragin, Cullen, Cumback, Henry 
Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, Dean, Durfee, Edie, Ed- 
wards, Eustis, Flagler, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, J. 
Morrison Harris, orion, Holloway, Knapp, Knight, 
Knowlton, Knox, Lindley, Humphrey Marshall, Morgan, 
Morrill, Paine, Parker, Pennington, Pike, Pringle, Purvi- 
ance, Puryear, Ready, Ricaud, Sabin, Sapp, Scott, Sneed, 
Stanton, Stranahan, Thorington, Todd, Trafton, Valk, 
Waltridge, Waldron, Welch, Whitney, Woodruff, an 
Woodworth—62. 


So the rules were not suspended, two thirds not 
voting in favor thereof. 

Pending the call of the roll, ; 

Mr. RICHARDSON stated that he had paired 
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I beg leave to report the fol- 


ling of — ben on next with a oe that he Pending the call, | Mr. SMITH ee ip em $a 
ascalled home in consequence of sickness in hi "IU R |) Mr. SMITH. I think thé > v 
a ence te eee a inhis || Mr. OLIVER, of New York, stated that his || be suspended exce nk the rules ought not te 
family, @! g m ennsylvania colleague, Mr. SPINNER had me od ff = | Suspended exe ept by a vote of yeas and nays. 
ypon business. week, with Mr eepines paired off for this || I demand the yeas and nays. 
, ST. MARY S FLATS y it. Fs ; | The yeas an ays were re 
a x1 -_ ATS, MICHIGAN. Mr. PECK moved to reconsider the vote by || M ae nays were not erdegee. 

itn Mr. PECK. I move that the Committee of the which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay | T ii d 2N demanded tellers. 

on Whole be discharged from the further consider- the motion to reconsider on the table; which latter Pi late Ware codesed; saul Biveeen, Seen ae 

the ation . - ee eee a an appropri- || Motion was agreed to. "The questi ee ; 

cae ati »epening the channel over the B ion- was taken; and the telle . 

the ation for deep gs he over the flats of ’ . "7 as 1e tellers re- 

Vote gt, Mary’s river, in the State of Michigan. Mr aie 7 oe M CLELLAND. ported—ayes 87, noes 3d. 

r or | make this motion now for the reason that I | the House to tak i - unanimous consent of | r So, ort thirds having voted in the affirmative, 

tine have the charge of that bill, and I desire to leave || bill (No 976) for aa ee s table Senate || “The | Sie GanpeaEeS. 

em soon Upon business. I shall esteem it a great || |; S > or the relie of Norwood McClel- || .. ie bill was then taken up for considera- 

ud of rivilege if the House will consent to take t up a , master of the steamboat New World, for || “°"- 

- 7 refere . ‘ . ai ees ee | TTTQ ~ e 
alas _ and put it upon its passage. : Mr. JON the ( ommittee on Military Affairs. | 6 Mr. EUSTIS. _I will merely state, for the in- 
i Mr. LETCHER. I object. ait, FORTE, WE Zemsanene. 5 obit. || formation of the House, that this appropriation 
‘a- NIT ry re 2 | Le > 6 e* TQ 

en Mr. PECK. Then I move to suspend the rules call a vetlere ore to suspend the rules, and a bes n re duce d $300,000. The bill, as it 
to enable me to submit the motion; and upon it I Tin ane a motion. | — from the Senate, made an appropriation of 

pre- demand tellers. oi De were ordered; and Messrs. Cumpackx | $630,000. rhe Committee on Commerce reported 

any ToNora were ¥ NVER were > in ‘of reduci 1e s ae 

oer Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. LinpLey The H Vv re appetes. | favor of r ducing the appropriation to $330,000. 

ond and MorGan were appointed. _ ouse was ivided; and the tellers re- | I now move that the bill be put on its passage; 

a e cael TO 5< + . | > . . a ’ 

ally The question was then put; aud Gs Giles POM, SAPP 95, noes 14; no quorum voting. and demand the previous question. > 

whe norted—ayes 71, noes 36. a ! called for the yeas and nays. || _ The House was divided on seconding the call 

Sac Om DRAKL : 7 we > Vi » 5 

- The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair votes in the || Mr. JON and nays were ordered. || for the previous question; and there were—ayes 

te affirmative, and the rules are suspended Mr. ee Tennessee. As there is no || “ie 32; no quorum. ) 

Z ’ The e ~\Ae } uorum int > : f 1] 3 To ~r Pa ° 

any Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I demand the ~ oe ouse, I move that the House do || T at HUGHS ON called for tellers. 

ap yeas and nays upon the motion to discharge the ||} The ce i aan ad wo re ordered; a HucGuston 

“Ol e, as ee oO. | .KER were appolnte 

erg committee oles Ss / . ll on ppo! . 

nall The yeas and nays were not ordered. a GREENWOOD. I think it doubtful The previous question was seconded; the 

On, The question was taken on the motion to dis- | . vether thegg is a quorum in the House. I there- || tellers having reported—ayes 87, noes 31. :? 

os charge the Committee of the Whole from the ” is ca a call of the House. The main question was ordered to be put. 

“a further consideration of the bill; and it was agreed | Mr. pears ies not agreed to. 1] The first amendment, proposed by the Com- - 

aa The bi . | deeded’ : Tennessee. Can we do any- || mittee on Commerce, was reported, as follows: - ; 

le. D ; | i f se _w és ” = 2 

7 . e a appropriates $100,000 towards deepen- | The SPE AKER. It ‘ ne a= tole es ond Rip)” to iat See a; 

Sn ne > chs . : a whe 8 5 . Ge y a ‘ ¢ . a ad as tollows: ; 

hat . of ae = = St. Mary’s river, in the || that there oe quorum aa to the Chair || ‘That, for the opening and keeping open ship channel | 

Ito State of Michigan, by the west channel through | 79° 7 P . || of sufficient capacity to accommodate the wé Sef aaa a 

be Lake George, accor g Mr. JONES. There was noton the! rine eee ee ee. 
be ike George, ac cording to the estimate of Cap- | The SPEAKER. TI! noton the last count. | merce through the Southwest Pass and Pass a |’Outre - 

- tain Macomb, of the topographical corps, com- asia’ oa Ch a le yeas and nays have been a a Mississippi river into the Gulf of Mexico, : q 
municated to the Senate in the report of the Sec- | rl a ’ as. 1€ 1air supposes, for the purpose eed oe “ ry ae and the same is hereby, appropri- a 

the retary of War, dated January 18, 1855; provided, | I ascertaining whether there is a quorum present wise appropriat d, and t be exe aaea Preasury not other- ; | 

7 a ad . J3 L000; 2G, | . > ‘ . t-te riated, and to be expended under the superin- 

ion that the dredging machine purchased dow the aa * The psd myn eee | tendence of the Secretary of War, d under the superin : 

er -oveme an ‘la; . . e stion was ta : —_Y ' } 

gu ee _ cadl Mobiorss may be employed, || 102 anya 32: as alews: and there were—yeas || The amendment was agreed to . 

en not required therefor, ¢ sscreti ee ~ 8: ao ~ : 

e the Sewenita of War, in eee || YEAS —Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Bell | Cc The second amendment of the Committee on a 

ong S'. Mary’s river, or strait re sment of the || Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bliss, Bradshaw, || “O™mmctes ‘was reported, and agreed to, as fol- : 

rs, Mr. PECK I ri : t oe of oa ng Lewis D. Campbell, Car- || lows: - ¥ it 

: MY. EBs . © not propose to detain the || tile» Ezra Clark, Williamson R. W. C ‘olfax. Coz. || & be 

sed . Pp Pp ain the | . . . . . obb, Colfax, Cox, 1] Strike . - . 

a House any further than to make a general state- a Cumback, Henry Winter Davis, Timothy | The : wees following : , 
ment in reeard to the merits of the bill Thi . | Davis, ean, Denver, Dowdell, Durfee, Edwards, Eustis | nat, for continuing the improvement of the channels at * 
makes an . wrourl ti oF 1e Oill.* | his bill | Evans, Faulkner, Flagler, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J D. || the mouths of the Mississippi river, the sum of $330 000 be in 

ag . vided f i i pria ion for a work which was || Fuller, Galloway, Gilbert, Granger, Greenwood, Harian. 1 and the same is hereby, appropriated, to be paid out ot any it ; 

:, pro 1 a orby the last Congress, under what was | > — Harrison, Haven, Holloway, Thomas shell & in the rreasury not otherwise appropriated ; and it ' i 
— y called the St. Clair flats bill; which | Eooee Shake, Meeetien, tan Bashan, Kenaett, Sing, | to the <oaienaen = Ss ee ee : : ; 

re a > > i . : - i] ‘ ’ g y ) ace s 2g * | , i pe g > ” “har oe oa 

m ill, gentlemen will recollect, did not, for some |} well, Meacham, Killi on, Knox, Mase, Matinee, Max- || tract or otherwise eeping open of said channels, by con- { 
reason or othe + : , Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Murray, | ise. ; 

a mee <" unknown to me, receive the | Andrew Oliver, Paine, Parker, Peck, Pelton, Pennington, || The bill i ‘ >t 

™ sanction of the President. It was provided for ae Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Puryear, Ready, Ricaud, || third a , as amended, was ordered to be read a &) 
= — by he separate bills. This bill is | esa ie bean Eiaaohae Samuel A. Smith, || an a ES SN Se | 

ne to improve the ° atid : Sneed, Stephens, Stranahan, Swope, Tz e. a 

b- mea I aes the line of communication, as it l'appan, Taylors Thorington, Thurston Todd See || Mr. LETCHE Ba 

on were, between the great lakes. It rests upon | Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Walker, Israel Woshburs’ | ‘th  paneea a demanded the yous aad nays : 

if = same basis as the bill for the improvement of | Welch, Wells, Williams, and Woodruff—102. > || = passage _ the bill. 
a nf Saas at ina Work essentially neces- | Burnett Cadwalader, John P-@ eae a Brooks, || The ananlie nays were ordered. 
ary . ore said tt, © alader, . Campbe askie, C ‘ > question was taken; it was decided i 

[ ary ort 1e great commerce of the West. I move |} Howell Cobb, Elliott, Florence, Fooset Gaddites tee ae’ || the aff ti “er = as taken; and it er di cided in 

vf the previous question, George W. Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Letcher, Lumpkin * semmet ae irmative—yeas 100, nays 35; as follows: 

he he previous question was seconded; and the | en _ Miller, Milison, Pheips, Ruffin, William | sie es a hae ee OS ee te 

: main > ni i || Smith, Stewart, Trafton, Wé I » Wheele enry Bennett, Benson, Bill s t : 

a its scuibtedes pete dle o put; a under || Daniel B. Wright—32. n, Warner, Watkins, Wheeler, and || Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffinton, Destine ime, Seba P Camp’ 

¢ its opere e bill was ordered to athird read- || § bell, Lewis D. Campbell, Ezra Ulark, Clawson, Colfax, Cox, 

. ‘ ‘ . Aa | =) Oo . ™ . . j . ; “Ve « Zi i hs awson, ( ax. C 

if ing, and read the third time. . = the — were suspended, two thirds voting || Cragin, Cullen, Cumback, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis” 

fhe question being on the passage of the bill ga 0g tana | Tieaty Davis, Dean, Denver, Durfee, Edwards, English, 
aii £ ’ i | Eustis, Evans, Flag nry Pstlew Cis ee: Chitheneee 

he Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, called for the yeas , ill was then taken up from the S eaker’s . — lagli ry He nry M. I uller, Galloway , Gilbert, 
and nays. t — and referred to the Committee on Military || Haven ‘Holl seen Saceaae i aaa teh te 

ee ffairs. i ; oway, Thomas t. Horton, Valentine B. Hor- 

ll, an yeas and nays were ordered. - | Knaeieee Kner Ma Kennet, King, Basti Knight, 

1e -” = fs . . 7 be 10wlton, Knox, Mace, Alexs oe K aenias ~ 

? the iniadiae i taken; and it was decided in IMPROVEMENT OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER. || Marshall, Matteson, Killian Miller, Sinith, Miller, Moz 

i, YEAS—M aa 89, nays 46; as follows: Mr. EUSTIS. I ask the unanimous consent || 2°" Morrill, Murray, Paine, Perker, Peck, Pelton, Pen- 

). Henry "Rosie: ane, eonaad a Barbour, |} of the House that the Committee of the Whole || Roberts’ Sands a Pringle, Purviance, Ready, Ricaud, 

;. endatien t, son, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss on the state ° . || Roberts, Sandidge, Sapp, Scott, Simmons, Sneed, Stant 

r ton el” — me Buffinton, Burlingame, Lewis D. | conside 4 of the Union be discharged from the |) Stranahan, Swope, Taylor, Thorington, whussese, Todd: 

1, heck, Hen — lark, Colfax, Cox, Cragin, Cullen, Cum- | sideration of Senate bill (No. 14) to remove the || l'rafton, Tyson, Valk, Wakeman, Waibridge, Waldron, 

, wk, Reney Winter Davis, Dean. Denver, Durfee, Ed- || 9bStructions to navigation in the mouth of the || Walker: Watkins, Welch, Wells, Williams, Woodruff, 

v » Eustis, Evans, Flagler, Henry M. Fuller, Galloway, | iss caaans wi : 5 and Woodworth—100. . 

- Giddings, Gilbert, Granger bites, J. Morris ‘Ha a ] Senne river at the Southwest Pass,and Pass || NAYS — Messrs. Aik Barksdal 

1h Harris a ~ ets arlan, J. Morrison arris, || 3 ’ p . : | wee aie -SSrs. iken arksdale, Bocock, Branch 

r cee eee B. Horton, Hughston, Kelly, yas te and that the bill may be put on its Burnett, ¢ adwalader, Carlile, Casxie, Clingman, William- 

a] Humphrey prada Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Lindley, Mace, | passage. ie | son R. W. Cobb, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, Florence 
Con a — Samuel 8. Marshall; Matteson, Mc- | Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I rise to a question || Foster, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Grow, George w. 

. Parker Rech, Nidan. Hannum a Murray, Paine, of order. I want to know if it is not competent — poorer ————, MeMullin, Millson, An- 

. seiieal Okie ; Pennington, Pike, Pringle, Purviance < iver nelps, Puryear, Ruffin, S¢ , s 

, as Ricaud, Roberts, Sandidge, Sapp, Scott, Summons, 4 = to demand the regular order of business? || Stephens, Siewert, Warnes, Wheeler, Daniel B. Wright’ 

|- Trafton ‘Tyson, Valk, appan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, || Here is the printed order of business, in which || and John V. Wright—35. : 

: barn, Welak ehems a Waleclige, Waldron, Israel Wash- || It 18 stated to be in order to go to the business on | So the bill was passed. 

: Wectoum ae itney, Williams, Woodruff, and || the Speaker’s table. If it is competent for me to Mr. DAVIDSON 1 ider th 

NAYS — Mess : do so, I de : a3 SON moved to reconsider the vote 

‘ mete Messrs. Aiken, Barksdale, Bocock, Branch, T , | demand the regular order of business. by which thé bill was passed; and al a 

s, Burnett, Cadwalader, Carlile, Caskie oi he SPEAKER. The Chair has st ted | : as | Ass > also moved 

; Howell Cobb, Williams » Carlile, Caskie, Clingman, || ; " ated what || that the motion to reconsider be laid he tak 

; “8, hae ee R. W. Cobb, Davidson, Dow- || }8 the regular order of business; but gentlemen Th lieing mere aid on the table. 

d Denes GEL Elliott, English, Faulkner, Florence, || interfere with th l . in e latter motion was agreed to. 

oster, Shtcues A ts Deiter, Geote, Gene, teem =! a. 1 e regular orders by moving to sus- s 
, . 4 5 . ; 7 r 
Millen neg Letcher, Lumpkin, Maxwell, Smith Miller, | Aig the rules, which they are allowed to do on || FAMINE AT THE CAPE DE VERDE ISLANDS. 

t Samuel’ A —— Oliver, Phelps, Puryear, Ruffin, Shorter, || this da £ || Mr. WHEELER. I ask the i 
Tamuel A. Smith, William Smith, Sneed, Stewart, Swope, | Mr. SMITH. I object to the motion of the odie Elouee to, cobauia: ceashencae 
and Jen Namer, Watkins, Wheeler, Daniel B. Wright, || gentleman from Louisiana sent of the House to submit a resolution; and if 

m V. Wright—46. eI “ , there be objection, I shall move t d 
i So the bi Mr. EUSTIS. I move to suspend the rul . 1; ae 
e bill was passed. enable me to make th / ti pe on 1 
e motion. M ‘| 
r. CRAGIN. 
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lowing resolution from the Committee on Print- || was intended to place James Buchanan, of Penn- the last time, 


ing: 

Resolved, That there be printed one hundred thousand 
copies extra of the agricultural portion of the Patent Office 
report for the use of the House, and ten thousand extra 
additional for the use of the Patent Office. 

The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentle- 
man from New York takes precedence. 


Mr. Wueever’s resolution was reported, as || 


follows: 


A Joint Resolution in reference to the sufferers at the Cape 


de Verde Islands. 

Whereas, in consideration of the great destitution now 
existing at the Cape de Verde Islands, the necessity which 
demands that the inhabitants of those islands should have 
relief from the famine which is now destroying them, the 
deep sympathy their condition has excited in this country, 


and the benevolent effort now making by our people to send | 


them immediate relief; Therefore, 

Be it resolved, &e., That so soon as it shall be notified to 
the President by any committee of citizens donating a cargo 
of food for gratuitous distribution on those islands, that he 
be, and hereby is, requested to cause the Secretary of the 
Navy 10 detail a crew for the vessel provided for the trans- 
portation of said cargo, not exceeding twenty-five seamen 
and ordinary seamen, and to provide them with rations tor 
four months, said crew to be detailed from any men in the 
naval service on the requisition of the commander of the 
vessel who shall be commissioned by the donors or commit- 
tee of said donors to deliver said cargo at the islands afore- 
said. 


Objection was made. 

Mr. WHEELER moved to suspend the rules 
for the purpose of introducing the joint resolution; 
and called for tellers on that motion. 

Tellers were not ordered. 


The question was then put; and there were, | 


upon a division—ayes 69, noes 31; no quorum 
voting. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved that the 
House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and the House ac- 


cordingly (at three o’clock and five minutes) ad- | 


journed until to-morrow at twelve o’clock, m. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, May 13, 1856. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Danie, Watpo. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvania. [ gave notice 
on Saturday, that when the speech of my col- 


Prayer 


league should be in print [ should, as a question | 


of privilege, ask the House to indulge me ina 


few remarks which I wished to make in reply to | 


my colleague. 
Mr. MORGAN. 


thereto. 

Mr. FULLER, of Pennsylvania. 
jection will be withdrawn. 

Mr. MORGAN. I have no objection to the 
gentleman speaking twenty or twenty-five min- 
utes, 

The SPEAKER. Objection is withdrawn, 
and the gentleman from Pennsylvania is entitled 
to the floor. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I would inquire 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, whether he 


I hope ob- 


cannot as well make his speech, which I under- | 
stand will probably be a political one, in the | 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union? 

Mr. JONES. Iask the unanimous consent of 
the House to give me thirty-five minutes merely to 
reply to the remarks of my colleague on Satur- 
day; and I ask my friend from Ohio to allow me 
to proceed now with what I have to say. 

ir. CAMPBELL. Well, I will not object. 

Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvania. 
I was somewhat surprised on Saturday last that 
my colleague, [Mr. Futter,] who obtained, asa 
question of privilege, the unanimous consent of 
the House to make a personal explanation of his 
own position before the country on the great 
leading questions of the day, should avail himself 
of that same privilege to make a covert attack 
upon the Democracy of Pennsylvania and her 
leading men. 

Whatever may have been the design of my 
colleague, whether in self-defense or otherwise, 


no man who heard him couldarrive at any other even to a misrepresentation of these opinions, I 


conclusion than that the latter part of his speech 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


. . | 
If the speech is to be limited 
to a few minutes I will not object, but I will ob- | 
- ject to all hour speeches out of order, and replies | 


Mr. Speaker, | 


—— May 13, 








é as far as I may be able, to set). 
this matter, so far as it relates to Mr. Buchanan. 

The public life and character of this distin. 
guished gentleman is so completely identif. 


| sylvania, in a false position before the country. 
| I name this distinguished gentleman because it 
| is well known that he now stands prominently 





| before the nevnaey presented by his own great || with the history of the Democracy of his ar 
| State, as a candidate for the Presidency. State that it is impoSsible to separate them; and 


| As far as the position of my colleague upon 
| the leading national questions of the day is con- 
cerned, 1 have nothing to sa I leave that to 


I could not defend the one without defending th 
other. My object now is, not so much even to 
offer a defense of Mr. Buchanan as it is toe 


| 
| others. He is not a member of the Democratic || the character of the covert attacks that oon 
|| party. It is not responsible for his acts or opin- || made upon his public life and political positioy. 
ions, nor is he a recognized expounder of its || designed to have an injurious effect upon th: 
doctrines. Whatever may have been his posi- | 


| country at this particular crisis. In ‘the other 
wing of the Capitol he has been associated with 
the ablest intellects of the day in supporting con. 
stitutional principles. Sir, you recollect this as 
| well as I do; and I will not consume the time of 
the House by rehearsing his record, familiar as 
| it is to the people of the country, but come at once 
to the charge of my colleague, that in 1819 My. 
Buchanan acted as the chairman of a committee 
at a meeting held at Lancaster, Pennsylvania, iy 
which certain resolutions were adopted denoune- 
ing the Missouri compromise. Those resolutions 
are as follows: 
“« Resolved, That the Representatives in Congress fro, 
| this district be, and they are hereby, most earnestly re. 
quested to use their utmost endeavors, as members of the 
National Legislature, to PREVENT the EXISTENCE of gsp4- 


VERY in any of the Territories or States which may be 
erected by Congress. 


** Resolved, That, in the opinion of this meeting, the mem. 
bers of Congress who, at the last session, sustained the 
cause of justice, humanity, and patriotism, in opposing the 
| introduction of slavery into the States then endeavored to 
| be formed out of the Missouri Territory, are entitled to the 

warmest thanks of every friend of humanity.” 

If my colleague 1s as unfortunate in his allu- 
sions to others, as I think I will be able to show 
he has been to Mr. Buchanan, the speech which 
he pronounced on Saturday will not add much to 
his reputation. It is somewhat remarkable and 
unfortunate for my colleague that, in a speech 
| made to vindicate his own character from a 
charge founded upon a false and spurious docu- 
ment, he should in the same speech rake up 
| against Mr. Buchanan a charge founded upon a 
| document 1 ay false and spurious. 

Now, sir, Lam enabled to state, on unquestioned 


| tion formerly, or however it may conflict with 
'that which he holds at present, it isa matter 
which does not concern the Democracy of the | 
country. 

I can understand why my colleague should, at 
| this juncture, desire to square himself to his new 
| position as a national man by invoking the noble 

name of James Buchanan. Sir, it is the fashion, 

in the new caste of parties in this Hall, to appeal 
| to great names as the authors and supporters of 
greaterrors. George Washington has adn quoted 
here as a Know-Nothing by a perversion of one 
of his military orders; Thomas Seeraiih has been | 
introduced before us as the original inventor of 
the higher law; and we have even been invited to 
a feast, composed of obscure and Misty tradi- | 
tions, at which both Franklin and Madison have 
been made to figure as modern Abolitionists. | 
May I say to my colleague that this practice is | 
much better honored in the breach than in the 
|| observance ? 

Nor is it my purpose either to allude to any of | 
the gentlemen named by my colleague, myself 
included, or to explain their positions on these | 
questions; that is a matter which will take care || 
of itself. My purpose is to address myself en- 
tirely to that portion of his remarks which re- | 
lated to that distinguished Pennsylvanian, James 
Buchanan. 

I am deeply impressed with the idea that it is 
|| a work of supererogation for me to come to the 
rescue of the noble and glorious stand which the 
Democracy of Pennsylvania has taken and main- 
tained fearlessly and boldly before the country, in 
every crisis where the Constitution or the Union || authority, that the declaration, that James Buch- 
was assailed or endangered. I call the attention | anan was chairman of the committee which 
of the House and the country to the fact, that of || framed those resolutions, is unfounded and un- 
all the northern States there is none which has | true. I undertake here, in my place, to say to 
confessedly been more undeviating in its defense | the House and the country, that Mr. Buchanan 
| of national doctrines than the State which Ihave || did not report the resolutions referred to; that he 
| the honor in part to represent. ‘aay confessedly, | was not the chairman of the committee by which 

| because the evidence of this is to be efound, not || they were reported; and that he never saw them 
|, only in the tribute paid to the record of Pennsyl- || until they appeared in print. But, suppose he 
vania by the sound men of all parts of the Union, | had reported them; suppose he had been chair- 
but by the unceasing and reckless attacks made | man of the committee which reported them—I 
| upon the Democracy of that State for their per- | appeal to the South to answer whether this fact 
severance and fidelity in times of trial, in resisting | should stand against him with the long experi- 
the onsets of fanaticism, by the leaders of Abo- | ence of his life before the country. 
litionism. Pennsylvania has always occupied But, Mr. Speaker, thisaccusation belongs to the 
this position; and, standing as it were in the cen- | class of idle reports invented, and now circulated, 
ter of the Union, between the North and the | to damage him in the estimation of the American 
South, she has been enabled to resist the advance || people. Sir, all these accusations, whether as- 
of Abolitionism, and to protect with her gigantic | serted anonymously or publicly, are triumphantly 
energies and imposing example those institutions | answered by the record of his public life. 
which are constantly imperiled in the course of I do no& deem it necessary, Mr. Speaker, to go 
| political events. The record of the Democracy || into an examination of the other allegations of 
_of Pennsyivaniais luminous. Its acts and deeds || mycolleague, in reference to Mg, Buchanan. So 
are known throughout the length and breadth of || much stress seems to have been laid upon the 
the country. I should only mar that record and || particular charge which I have just answered, 
weaken its powerful force by even attempting to, that I thought it worthy of this special notice. 
defend it from assault from any quarter, For its, As to the rest, I confess my astonishment that 
high position before the country, for its long line |} my colleague should have deemed it necessary to 
of brilliant acts, known and recognized through- || refer to them. 
out our glorious Union, we stand this day more All such accusations as these against Mr. Buch- 
| indebted to the firm, consistent, and fearless course | anan are answered by thirty-six years of devotion 
| of James Buchanan than any other man living. to the Constitution of the United States. 
i 











Nor, Mr. Speaker, do [ deem it necessary to They are answered by the fact that, twenty 
come to his defense; that is not my object. He || years Ago, in the Senate of the United States, he 
is understood at this day, as I have already | was among the first northern men to resist the 
stated, to be a prominent candidate for the Pres- || inroads of Abolitionism. 
idency, presented by his own great State with They are answered by his opposition to the 
unparalleled unanimity. In forty years of public || circulation of insurrectionary documents through 
service, he has made a record which, I emphat- || the mails of the United States among the slaves 
ically say here, needs no vindication at my hands. || of the South. 

Upon that record he now stands before the coun- They are answered by his determined support 
| try; but as public epinion, with great propriety, || of the bill admitting Arkansas into the American 
jin an exciting crisis like the present, is neces- || Union. 

| sarily drawn to a close and scrutinizing investi- || They are answered by his eloquent support of 
| gation of all the acts and opinions of public men, || the bill admitting Michigan into the Union. 


; They are answered by his early support of the 
deem it necessary here, and in my place, and for {| annexation of Texas. 
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1856. 
They are answered by his persevering support 
of the fugitive slave law. : 

"They are answered by his energetic efforts to 
soct the repeal of the law of the State of Penn- 
-ylyania denying to the Federal authorities the 
ww of her prisons for the detention of fugitive 
They are answered by his early and unyield- 
mh opposition to the Wilmot proviso. ; 
"They are answered by the assaults which have 
been made upon him by northern fanatics during 
more than a quarter of acentury, _ 
" They are answered by the encomiums of the 
+e and national men of every section of the 
~ountry in which he is repeatedly designated as 
«distinguished for his capacity—distinguished 
for his high attainments—distinguished for his 
hizh eloquence, yet more distinguished stil] for 
the pure morality of his life and the stern patri- 
otism of his character.”’ 

They are answered by the fact that, while a 
member of Mr. Polk’s Cabinet, against the oppo- 
sition of fanaticism, he proposed to extend the 
Missouri line to the Pacific amid the delight and 
gratitude of national men of all parts of the Union. 
~ They are answered by every vote he gave in the 
American Congress on the question of slavery, 
and by the fact, that of all northern men he has 
been among the mam prominent in asserting and 
defending a strict @onstruction of the Federal 
Constitution. 

They are answered by the construction which 
he placed upon the — measures of 
1850, in the letter addressed by him, in November 
of the same year, to the people of Philadelphia, 
in which he declared that the compromise meas- 
ures had superseded the Missouri line, or, to use 
his own language, that that line had ‘ passed 
away,” which construction led mevitably to the 
adoption of the principle of — sovereignty, 
embodied in the Kansas-Nebraska bill. 

They are answered by the national action of 
his State—a State memorable in the history of 
tits question for its fidelity to the rights of the 
other States, a record with which he and his 
friends are inseparably identified. 

They are answered by the resolutions adopted 
by the last Democratic State Convention of Penn- 








ySe 


sylvania, and accepted and indorsed by Mr. || 


Buchanan, on Thursday, the 8th of May, in the 
following language: 

“The duties of the President, whomsoever he may be, 
have been clearly and ably indicated by the admirable 
resolutions of the Convention which you have just pre- 
sented to me, and all of which, without reference to those 
merely personal to myself, I heartily adopt. Indeed, they 
met my cordial approbation from the moment when I first 
perused them on the other side of the Atlantic. They 
constitute a platform broad, national, and conservative, 
and one eminently worthy of the Democracy of our great 
and good old State. 

“ These resolutions carried into execution, with an inflex- 
ibility and perseverance precluding all hope of change, and 
yet in a kindly spirit, will, ere long, allay the dangerous 
excitement which has for some years prevailed on the 
subject of domestic slavery, and again unite all portions of 
our common country in the ancient bonds of brotherly 
affection, under the flag of the Constitution and the Union.» 


And I now send the resolutions adopted by the 
Democracy of Pennsylvania, and indorsed by Mr. 
Suchanan, to the Clerk’s table, and desire that 
they may be read: 


“Resolved, That in the present distracted condition of 
parties, in which sectional and partial issues have been 
allowed to attain a dangerous supremacy, we recognize in 
the policy of the Democratic party that which rests upon 
the Constitution as its basis; and that it is the party which 
above all others has, in the language of the illustrious Madi- 
son, ever continued ‘to hold the Union of the States as 
the basis of their peace and happiness ; to support the Con- 
sutution, which is the cement of the Union, as well in its 
limitations as its authorities; to respect the rights and 
authorities reserved to the States and to the people, as 
equally incorporated with, and essential to, the success of 
the general system; and to avoid the slightest interference 
with the rights of conscience or the functions of religion, 
80 wisely exempted from civil jurisdiction.’ 

“Resolved, That by the general consent of the wise and 
virtuous of all nations, the framers of the Republic of the 
United States exhibited in their individual characters, and 
in the result of their public deliberations, a degree of virtue 
and a practical Statesmanship to which the history of the 
World affords no parallel ; that in no part of the Federal 
compact is the wisdom of our Fathers more conspicuous 
thanin leaving the whole question of slavery to the States 
in their separate capacities ; and that in the provision for 
the redelivery of fugitives. escaped from labor or service, 
they demonstrated a sense of justice, an appreciation of the 
Value of the Union, an attachment to its preservation, an 
avoidance of one-sided philanthropy and impracticable 
theories of government, which present a proper example for 
the guidance and imitation of us their descendants. 

Resolved, That we look only to the Constitution, and 








| 
| 








the exposition thereof which has been afforded by the prac- | 


tices of the Democratic Administrations, for the chart of | 
our policy. That these constitute, until the fundamental 
law is changed by methods which itself provides, the high- 
est law of our obedience as citizens; and that we utterly 
discard that particular and exaggerated sympathy, the at- 
tempt to carry which into practice is at the peril of our 
dearest interests as a nation, and threatens the infliction of 
evils of tenfold magnitude to those which it proposes to heal. 

** Resolved, That the equality of the States is the vital ele- 
ment of the Constitution itself, and that all interference 
with the rights of the States, by those who seek to disre- 
gard the sacred guarantees of the past, and by all others, 
should be rebuked with the same spirit that would denounce 


and repudiate all attempts to erect odious distinctions be- | 


tween those who are entitled to share the blessings and 
benefits of our free institutions. 


‘* Resolved, That the effort to direct the power of the | 


Government by anti-slavery agitations, under the variou¢ 


names and phases of Free-Soilism, Anti-Nebraskaism, | 


Fusionism, and Republicanism, and by interfering with the 


| rights of conscience in establishing a religious test as a 
qualification for office, by the secret oath-bound society of | 





the Know Nothings, is opposed both to the letter and the 


spirit of the Constitution, and to the earnest teachings and | 


practice of its earliest and most honored administrators. 

** Resolved, That we are now as ever unalterably opposed 
to the doctrines and designs of all organizations which con- 
template the overthrow of the civil and religious rights of 
the citizen, like the equality of the States, is a sacred and 
inalienable right, never to be interfered with by factious 
parties and reckless legislation, without a subversion of the 
primary objects of our political system, and a repudiation 
of the guarantees of the past, and the hopes of the future. 

“ Resolved, That in the repeal of the act known as the 
Missouri compromise act, and the passage of the act organ- 


| izing the Territories of Kansas and Nebraska, free from 


unconstitutional restrictions, the last Congress performed | 


a work of patriotic sacrifice in meeting the demands of 
sectional excitement by unshaken adherence to the funda- 
mental law. 

** Resolved, That this legislation cannot be deemed un- 
necessary, but that it was expedient to meet the ques- 
tions of which it disposed, and which could never admit of 
a more easy settlement than at present. That we recog- 
nize in it the application to the Territories of the United 
States of the rule of ‘ equal and exact justice to all men,’ 
of all sections of the Confederacy, which was designed by 
the framers of our Government, and which was defined.as 


| One of its essential principles by the immortal Jefferson. 


** Resolved, That the Democracy of Pennsylvania, follow- 


| ing the counsel of some of the wisest statesmen of the 


North and South, were ready on more than one occasion 
in the past to extend the Missouri compromise line to the 
Pacific, so as to make it the basis of a final settlement of 
the question of slavery in the Territories; but when this 


proposition was rejected, in 1848, on the ground that it in- | 


volved an undue concession to the South by the very men 
who now clamor for a restoration of the Missouri line, 
there seemed to be but one wise alternative left, and that 
was to refer the whole question of slavery in the Territories 
to the people thereof, to be regulated as they may deem 


| proper; and we, therefore, cheerfully extend our hearty 


the compromise measures of 1850, and embodied in the 
laws organizing the Territories of Kansas and Nebraska.” 


And what other answer is necessary to the 


does the country desire? 
___Mr. Speaker, this is Mr. Buchanan’s position. 


Upon this impregnable foundation he takes his 


outspoken, and plain. Who can be surprised if 


| to such a standard and to such a man the people, 


in the present crisis, should look with confidence 
and hope? Who will not rejoice to see patriotic 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


atriotic men of all parties held out in this reso- 
ietion is in exact accordance with the spirit 
which now animates the Democracy all over the 
land, and which was fitly responded to by the 
Democracy of Pennsylvania, when they placed 
James Buchanan in nomination for the Presi- 
dency. You will observe also, that the confidence 
expressed in the ultimate triumph of the prin- 


ciples of the Nebraska bill, and the advice that * 


these principles should not be discarded, arb in 
peculiar harmony with the stern patriotism of 
character which has always controlled Mr. Buch- 
anan In meeting great questions, and especially 
in resisting the onsets of the enemies of the rights 
of the States. 

Mr. Speaker, we are on the eve of important 
events. We are in the midst of an era of inves- 
tigation; and at such a time it is natural, it is 
right, that the records of our public. men should 
be explored, to see how far they may be trusted 
in the future. We have not boasted of the record 


of Mr. Buchanan, nor have we obtruded it upon 
the country. The masses know it by heart; t 1ey 








| citizens applauding a public man who stands upon | 


| 
| 


such a creed? Those gallant spirits heretofore 


| opposed to us, whose voices we have heard with 


such transports of delight in both branches of 


Congress, declaring themselves for the prises 
| of the national Democracy, will be no le 


fied with the creed upon which Mr. Buchanan 
has taken his position than will the national Dem- 
ocrats themselves. And now, sir, let me recall 
to your mind the action of the Democratic party 
in this House, at the opening of the present Con- 
gress, to the following resolution, which I had 


and which was adopted by that caucus by a unan- 
imous vote: 


* Resolved, That the Democratic members of the House 
of Representatives, though in a temporary minority in this 


izens of the whole Union their heartfelt congratulations on 
the triumph, in the recent elections in several of the north- 
ern, eastern, and western, as well as southern States, of 
the principles of the Kansas-Nebraska bill, and the doctrines 
of civiland religious liberty which have been so violently 
assailed by a secret political order known as the Know Noth- 
ing party; and, though in a minority, we hold it'to be our 
— duty to preserve our organization and continue our 
efforts in the maintenance and defense of those principles, 
and the constitutional rights of every section and every class 
of citizens against their opponents of every description, 
whether the so-called Republicans, Know Nothings, or 
Fusionists ; and to this end we look with confidence to the 
support and approbation of all good and true men—friends 
of the Constitution and the Union throughout the country.’? 


You will observe that the invitation to the 


+ > \] 
| allegation of my colleague? What other platform 


| 


| the resolutions I read the ot 


have studied it carefully, and they rest upon it, 
confident that it will stand the test of the most 
intelligent scrutiny. 

And while we are thus careful to secure a 
standard-bearer whose past history shall be one 
luminous illustration of truth defended, and of 
error exposed, it is proper that we should extend 


| to those gallant national men, heretofore in op- 


— to us, a cheerful welcome to our ranks. 
et us secure the codperation of these gifted and 


| patriotic men; let us maintain our hold upon the 


affections of the national Democrats, by present- 
ing a candidate who, like James Buchanan, will 


| challenge and command the respect of all parties, 


and who stands upon the record without blemish, 
and can point to a career worthy of the imitation 
of every young man in the land. 

The SPEAKER stated that the business first 


'|in order was reports from the Committee on 


Public Lands, and that upon that subject the 


| gentleman from New York (Mr. Benner] had 


the floor. 
Mr. FULLER, of Pennsylvania. Iask the 


| gentleman from New York to yield to me fora 
g y 


moment. [Cries of ‘*Go on!” **Go +a 
Mr. BENNETT. I will yield if it is only for 


|| a moment. 
support to the policy of the Government as recognized in || 


Mr. FULLER. M en has stated that 


rer day were not 


| correct. 


‘S$ || which I sence 
88 grati- | 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Will the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania allow me to introduce a 
resolution? 


Mr. FULLER. I only desirea few moments. 


; ake '| I merely wish to give my authority. The gen- 
stand. There is no evasion here; all is frank, | 


tleman denies the truth of the resolutions, and I 
merely wish to state that my object is to nar- 
rate a few historical facts. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Well, I make a point of 
order, and [ may as well make it upon my friend 
from Pennsylvania, because I can do it with a 
greater degree of propriety than I could upon one 
of the Opposition. I raise the objection simply 
for ‘ the a of introducing the resolution 

up tothe Clerk. If it is passed I 
will then wishing my objection. I ask that it 
may be read. 

he resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That whenever unanimous consent is given to 
a member to make a personal explanation, any member may 
terminate such explanation by objection after the party ex- 


|| plaining shall have spoken ten minutes. 
the honor to offer on the 3d of December, 1855, | 


Mr. A. K. MARSHALL. [| object to the res- 


'| olution. 
| 


| 


| 


1} 


body, deem this a fit occasion to tender to their fellow-cit- | 


| Mr. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
man move to en the rules ? 


The SPEAKE That can only be done on 
Mondays. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. Well, I will withdraw my 


objection this time; but in all time to come, until 
the business of the House has been disposed of, 
I will object to all these personal explanations. 

ULLER. | desire to respond at once to 
my colleague, [Mr. Jones.} He denies, as I 
understand, the authenticity of the resolutions 
ascribed to Mr. Buchanan, or, rather, he says Mr. 


Cannot the gentle- 


Buchanan was not the chairman of the commit- 


tee by whom they were reported. I did not say 
iz was; I say he was on the committee. 


M 
colleague says this was a covert attack, which wil 
ido me no credit. Perhaps not; it was not per- 
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sonal credit, but 
vindicate. It may be a covert attac 





leading Democratic journal of northern Pennsyl- 
vania, published 28th January, 1852. It was in 
this paper I first saw the resolutions: they are 
prefaced with these words: 


«“ The Democracy of this country are the guardians of its 
@ijberty. ; 
office of President at their hands. The trust is too mighty 
and the stake too great. High up, above glacier, and peak, 
and cloud, the dazzling radiance of eternal day upon hin, 
rests the guardian genius of this Union. 
the earth will see it and judge how deep the taint in the 
spirit of liberty. 


the truth of history, I desired to 
k; if so, it | 
has a Democratic cover, for my authority is the | 


None but a clean, pure man should receive the | 


If he be leprous, | 


“Ithas heretofore been shownthat Mr. Buchanan was | 


the jJeader of the Lancaster Federalists up to about 1829. 
“That in thatcounty he propagated abohtion sentiments 
of the blackest dye. Witness the following resolutions 
offered by him at a public meeting in that county in 1819: 
‘<< Resolved, That the Representatives in Congress from 
this district be, and they are hereby, most earnestly re- 


quested to use their utmost endeavors, as members of the | 


National Legislature, tO PREVENT THE EXISTENCE OF 
sLAVERY in any of the Territories or States which may be 
erected by Congress. 


*** Resolwed, That in the opinion of this meeting the mem- 


bers of Congress who at the last session sustained the cause 
of justice, humanity, and patriotism, in opposing the intro- 
duction of slavery into the State then endeavored to be 
formed out of the Missouri Territory, are entitled to the 
warmest thanks of every friend of humanity.’ 


“That from these and kindred teachings sprung the | 


, 


present abolition sentiment of Pennsylvania.’ 


I would not willingly do Mr. Buchanan, my 
colleague, who is his especial friend and defender, 
or any other man, injustice. I do not desire nor 
will I misrepresentany man. My colleague says 
truly that Mr. Buchanan voted for the admission 
of Arkansas. He did so; and I find, upon present- 
ation of a remonstrance against her admission, he 
addressed the Senate on thee25th of April, 1836, 
to this effect: He said that he had stated to the 
committee who had charge of the memorial, that 
he had, been requested by the Delegate from Ark- 
ansas to take charge of the application of that 


Territory to be admitted inte the Union, and that | 
he had cheerfully taken upon himself the per- | 


formance of this duty. He also read to them the 
eighth section of the act of Congress of 6th of 
March, 1820, containing the famous Missouri 
compromise; and informed them that the whole 


Territory of Arkansas was south of the parallel | 


of thirty-six degrees and a half of north latitude; 
and that he regarded this compromise, consider- 
ing the exciting and alarming circumstances under 
which it was made, and the dangers to the exist- 
ence of the Union which it had removed, to be 
almost sacred as a constitutional provision. 


I am informed the remarks made by me on | 


Saturday last were so satisfactory to our friends 
of the Republican party—I would not say it offens- 
ively, but the ** colored Republican party ’’—that 
they were almost willing, on account of Mr. 
Buchanan’s antecedents, to adopt him as their 
candidate—of course on account of their natural 


sympathy with the Free-Soil Democratic party of | 


Pennsylvania. As he has already been adopted 
by the Democratic party of that State, with slion 
he is exceedingly popular, it may not be amiss to 
inquire if he has not other elements of strength 
to conciliate the rege rng a 

Now my colleague, [Mr.Jones,] uponall proper 
occasions, is disposed to allude to the resolu- 
tions of the Democratic caucus, offered by him at 


the opening session, denouncing a very innocent | 


class of individuals known as Know Nothings, 
towards whom my colleague—whether because 


they were born in this country, or for some other | 
reason, | shall not now inquire—entertains a pe- 


culiar antipathy. 


In this connection it may be | 


refreshing to read an extract from a speech—a | 


Fourth of oT speech of Mr. Buchanan, his 
favorite candidate. It is exceedingly patriotic, 
and perhaps the best speech he ever made. I 


fear we shall never hear from him again in the | 


same strain. His fate will probably be that of 
the ambitious but unfortunate Cardinal. I will 


read front a valuable book recently published— | 


** Republican Landmarks:”’ 


*“ Again, we stand neutral towards all the European 
Powers. What, then, shall be the political conduct of our 
country in future? Precisely to pursue the political maxims 
adopted by Washington. 


We ought to cultivate peace with | 


all nations by adopting a strict neutrality not only of conduct | 


but of sentiment. 
spected by placing ourselves in an attitude of defense. We 
ought forever to abandon the wild project of a 
visionary of letting commerce protect itself. 


or its pro- 
tection we ought to increase our Navy. 


We ought never 


oo 


We ought to make our neutrality re- | 


to think of embargoes and non-intercourse laws without | 








abhorrence. We ought to use every honest exertion to turn 
out of power those weak and wicked men who have aban- 
doned the political path marked out for this country by 
Washington, and whose wild and visionary theories have 
been at length tested by experience and found wanting. 


| Above all, we ought to drive from our shores foreign influ- 


ence, and cherish exclusively American feelings. Foreign 
influence has been in every age the curse of republics. 
Her jaundiced eyes see all things in false colors. The thick 
atmosphere of prejudice, by which she is forever surrounded, 
excludes from her sight the light of Heaven. Whilst she 
worships the nation which she favors for this very crime, 
she curses the enemy of that nation even for their virtues. 
In every age she has marched before the enemies of her 
country, proclaiming peace when there was no peace, and 


lulling its defenders into fatal security, while the iron hand | 


of despotism was aiming a death-blow at their liberties. 
Already our intant republic has felt her withering influence. 
Afready has sheinvoived usin a war which had nearly cost 
us our existence. Let us, then, learn wisdom from experi- 
ence, and forever banish this fiend from our society.’ 


Mr. Buchanan has been in politics many years. 
He was a Federalist—is now a Democrat. He 
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| concurin the 19th, 22d, 30th, 33d, 34th, 42d, and 44th am 


was against the Missouri compromise—he was | 


for the Missouri compromise. 
yrovision almost as sacred as the Constitution— 
ne is now for its repeal. 
influence—in favor of the cultivation of American 


| feelings; now his sympathies carry him across 


the great waters, and foreign acquaintance may 
have prepared him for a foreign embrace. 

Mr. Buchanan is a native of my State. Iam 
not insensible to State pride—have a natural pre- 


ference for our own men—but still can overlook | 


State lines and State boundaries; and see in New 


He regarded it a || 


He was against foreign || 


York, Tennessee, Virginia, Illinois, New Hamp- 


shire, Texas, and other States, good men and 
true, just as worthy of the popular support. 

If Mr. Buchanan could find some adhesive 
plaster of sufficient strength and power to enable 


him to stand squarely upon all the platforms | 


heretofore erected by him, he would be the most 
available candidate ever presented to the American 
pecple. [Great laughter. ] 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Asspury Dickrys, its Secretary, notifying 
the House that it had agreed to the report of the 
third committee of conference on the disagreeing 


E. 





May 13, 


and free conference, have agreed to recommend, and 4 
recommend, to their respective Houses as follows: Tr . 
the Senate do concur in the amendments of the House of 
Representatives to its 15th, 16th, 23d, and 35th amend 
ments ; that the Senate do recede from its 20th, 26th Ith, 
Bist, 32d, 38th, 39th, 43d, 46th, 49th, 50th, 52d, 52d, ana sane 
amendments; and that the House of Representatives qu 


end. 
A. C. M. PENNINGTON 
HOWELL COBB, , 
GALUSHA A. GROW, 
Managers on the part of the House of Representatives 
R. M. T. HUNTER, : 
JOHN B. WELLER, 
HAMILTON FIsu, 
Managers on the part of the Sennt, 
Mr. PHELPS. I wish to inquire of the Chai, 
whether we have nota message from the Senat, 
announcing that the Senate has concurred in the 


ments of the Senate. 


| . 
| report of the eommittee of conference? 


he SPEAKER. The Chair understands tha 
such a message has been received. 

Mr. PENNINGTON. I understand the Sep. 
ate have agreed to the report of the committes 
of conference, and have sent a message to the 
House to that effect. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to inquire 
of the gentleman from New Jersey if the com. 
mittee of conference have sapere in favor of 
retaining the amendment making an appropriation 
for engraving the maps of the Pacific railroad 
survey? 

Mr. PENNINGTON. The committee em. 
brace in their report a recommendation that the 
House recede from its disagreement to this amend. 
ment. 

Mr. JONES. Do they retain the amendment 
of the House to the Senate amendment incréas- 
ing the appropriation for the collection of agri- 
cultural statistics and seeds ? 

Mr. PENNINGTON. The committee of con- 
ference recommend that the Senate recede from 
their disagreement to that amendment of the 
House. ; 

Mr. JONES. Well, sir, I do not know of any 
authority for making either of these appropria‘ 


tions, and I cannot therefore vote for the report. 


votes of the two Houses on the bill of the House | 


(No. 68) to supply deficiencies in the appropri- 
ations for the service of the fiscal year ending the 
30th of June, 1856. 

Also, that the President of the United States 


stant, approve and sign a resolution (S. R. No. 7) 
for the relief of the Southwestern and Muscogee 
Railroad Companies. 
RESOLUTIONS OF STATE AND TERRITORIAL 
LEGISLATURES. 
Mr. MEACHAM, by unanimous consent, pre- 


sented resolutions of the Legislature of Vermont 


on such part of the Governor’s message as relates | 


to Kansas; which were laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. THORINGTON also, by unanimous con- 
sent, presented joint resolutions of the Legisla- 
ture of Nebraska Territory, praying for a grant 
of land for educational purposes, as well as for 
the kuilding of a university in Fontanelle, in said 
Territory; which were referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
On motion of Mr. DAVIDSON, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted for the withdrawal from 
the Court of Claims of the petition and papers in the case 
of Dr. Charles McCormick. 


NEBRASKA CONTESTED ELECTION. 


Mr. STEPHENS, from the Committee of 
Elections, presented a minority report in the case 
of the contested election of Nebraska Territory; 
which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 


DEFICIENCY BILL——REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
OF CONFERENCE. 


Mr. PENNINGTON. I am directed by the 
third committee of conference on the disagreein 
votes of the two Houses on House bill (No. 68 
to supply deficiencies in the appropriations for 
the service of the fiscal year ending the 30th of 
June, 1856, to present the following report: 

‘The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses on the bill * R. No. 68) to supply 


deficiencies in the appropriations for the service of the fiscal 
year ending the 30th of June, 1856, having met, after full 


| had notified the Senate that he did, on the 9th in- | 


-and the House. 


! 


1 
| 


Mr. PENNINGTON. I will make a very 
brief statement of the action of the committee in 
reference to the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses upon the amendments to this bill. The 
Senate sent back this bill to the House with fifty- 
five amendments, of which twenty-three in all 
were subjects of difference between the Senate 
Four of these amendments— 
the fifteenth, sixteenth, twenty-third, and thirty- 
fifth—were amended by the House, and the com- 
mittee recommend that the Senate concur in the 
amendments of the House. 

The fifteenth amendment proposes to add 


{| $10,000 to the contingent fund of the House, for 





| 


the purpose of defraying the expenses of the 
Kansas investigating committee. 


The sixteenth amendment was as follows: 
To enable the Clerk to purchase the Statutes at Large 


| for the use of members of the House of Representatives, 
| per resolution of February 21, 1856, $5,285. 


The House amended this amendment by adding 
four items, as follows: 


To pay John C. Rives a balance due for reporting and 
publishing in the Daily Globe the proceedings of the House 
ot Representatives for the second session of the Thirty- 
Third Congress, $1,177 59. 

To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to 
pay John C. Rives for reporting and publishing in the Daily 
Globe the proceedings of the House of Representatives for 
the first session of the Thirty-Fourth Congress, prior to the 
Ist of July, 1856, $17,380. 

To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
to pay for one hundred copies of the continuation of the 
Annals of Congress for the Library of the House of Repre- 
sentatives during the present fiscal year, $1,500. 

To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to 
pay for the continuation of the Annals of Congress for the 
members of the Thirty-Second Congress, $3,000. 


The twenty-third amendment relates to fitting- 
up and furnishing rooms for the Court of Claims. 
It was in these words: 

For fitting-up and furnishing the court rooms and con- 
ference room, and offices for the solicitor and clerk of the 
Court of Claims, $6,000. 

The House amended this amendment by re- 
ducing the appropriation to $3,000. 


The thirty-fifth amendment of the Senate stood 
as follows: 

For the collection of agricultural statistics, investigations 
for promoting agriculture and rural economy, and the pro- 
curement and distribution of cuttings and seeds, to be ex- 
0 00 under the direction of the Commissioner of Patents, 


000. 
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~The House amended this amendment by in- 
i¢ the appropriation $10,000. Having rec- 


ert asil 
ynment a - , 
“»ondments of the House, the Senate by its 
have so concurred. 
veqrreement between the two Houses in regard 


to the m. 


ied that the Senate should concur in these | 


vy on the report of the conference committee | 
There is, therefore, now no | 


re conference committee recommend thatthe | 


Senate 


‘ 


1 


recede from fourteen of their amend- | 
nts—the 20th, 26th, 27th, 31st, 32d, 38th, | 


ajh, 43d, 46th, 49th, 50th, 52d, 53d, and d4th— | 


which I will proceed to state with more particu- 


The twentieth amendment is as follows: 

vo enable the Secretary of State to pay to the clerks in 
} - office, of class four, the same compensation as was paid 
+ he same Class in other Executive Departments, from the 
1 of July, 1853, to the 30th of June, 1855, $2,178 76. 

This amendment was designed to pay these 
clerks the compensation allowed under the con- 
struction given to the law applicable to the sub- 

t by the Department of State contrary to that 
‘riven by the Treasury Department. 

Co 7 e 7 e 
The twenty-sixth amendment is as follows: 
For continuing the work on the Washington aqueduct, 


©7000. 
& 


The twenty-seventh amendment stands as fol- 
] 


lows: 
OWS. 


} 

For rebuilding the Franklin engine-house in Washington 
sity, including the purchase of a suitable lot therefor, under 
he direction of the Commissioner of Public Buildings, 
G0. 


( 
t 
$5, , 

The thirty-first and thirty-second amendments 
are two of the military appropriations, and read 
as follows: 

For constructing barracks and other buildings at posts 
which itmay be necessary to occupy during the year, and 
for repairing, altering, and enlarging buildings at the estab- 
lished posts, including hire or commutation of quarters 
for officers on military duty; hire of quarters for troops, of 
store-houses for the safe-keeping of military stores, and of 
grounds for summer cantonments; for encampments and 
temporary frontier stations, $100,000. 


For mileage to officers of the Army for transportation 
of themselves and baggage when traveling on duty with- 
out troops or escort, $60,000, 

The thirty-eighth amendment is as follows: 

For repairs of Pennsylvania avenue, $3,000. 

The thirty-ninth amendment is as follows: 

Por taking care of the grounds south of the President’s 
House, continuing the improvements of the same, and 
keeping them in order, $3,000. 

The forty-third amendment reads as follows: 

For filling up a ravine in Judiciary square, $3,000. 

The forty-sixth, and forty-ninth, and fiftieth 
amendments are as follows: 

. 

For the purchase of trees and tree-boxes, $5,000. 


For repairs of the Navy-Yard and upper bridges of the 
eastern branch of the Potomac river, $5,000. 


For completing the marine hospital at St. Marks, Florida, 


§12,000, in addition to the sum already appropriated. 
The fifty-second amendment stands as follows: 
Sec. 3. nd be it further enacted, That the balance of 
the appropriation ‘ for preventing and suppressing Indian 
hostilities’? remaining in the Treasury be, and the same is 
hereby, made applicable, under the direction of the Secre- 


tary of War, to any expenses that may have been, or shali | 


be, ineurred by the military in any part of the territories of 


the United States in the arrest and transportation to their | 


homes of Indians wandering therefrom, and for presents 
to or hire of friendly Indians during actual or apprehended 
difficulties with hostile tribes. 

The amount of the appropriation proposed 
by this amendment is not specified, but it is 
ascertained that the amount of the balance is 
$153,889 02. This amount is considerable; and 
as the amendment involves a principle upon 


feeling, the committee have recommended that 
the Senate recede from it. 

The fifty-third amendment reads as follows: 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the proviso at the 
end of the third section of the act of March 3, 1851, entitled 
“An act making appropriations for the service of the Post 
Office Department during the fiseal year ending the 30th of 
June, 1852, and for other purposes,” is hereby repealed. 


The effect of this amendment is to take off the 


limitation now imposed upon the power of the | 


Postmaster General to compound for penalties | 


incurred under contracts made with his Department 

in case of failure—a provision which, if wise in 

itself, has no proper place in a deficiency bill. 
The fifty-fourth amendment is as follows: 


Sec. 5. and be it further enacted, That from and after | 


the date when the superintendency of Indian affairs was 
*eparated from the office of Governor of the Territory of 
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section of the act of February 27, 1851, the annual salary 
of the Governor of said Territory, as such, be the same as 
if he was also superintendent of Indian affairs ; and that 
the appropriation heretofore made for salary of such super 
intendent be, and the same is hereby, authorized to be paid 


as compensation of the Governor of said Territory. 
The effect of this amendment is to increase the 
compensation of the Governor of Minnesota, both 


retrospectively and prospectively, and it does not 


fitly belong to this bill. 

n accordance with the recommendation of the 
committee of conference, the Senate have receded 
from all these fourteen amendments, and there is, 
therefore, no controversy between the two Houses 
as to them. 

The committee of conference recommend that 
the House concur in seven of the amendments of 


| the Senate, that is to say, the 19th, 22d, 30th, 


33d, 34th, 42d, and 46th. The first in the list to 
which they recommend a concurrence on the part 
of the House is the 19th; which is as follows: 

To provide for engraving the maps and drawings accom- 
panying the reports of explorations and surveys to determ- 
ine a Pacific railroad route, $49,200, or so much thereof as 
may be necessary ; and the said maps and drawings shall 
be engraved to the satisfaction of the Secretary of War. 

It may be well to make a brief explanation of 
this amendment. - It will be recollected that the 
publication of the reports of these explorations 
and surveys has been ordered by the House. 
Estimates were made for defraying the expenses 
of the work, including that of lithographing the 
maps and drawings eS the work. 
The Senate inserted in this bill an amendment, 
proposing an appropriation of $49,200, for the 
purpose of having this work executed in a more 
thorough and more valuable form than was on- 
ginally estimated for. ‘The committee have ascer- 
tained, to their satisfaction, that the - 
the drawings—to which some objection has been 
made—will not exceed one thousand five hundred 
or two thousand, dollars; and they believe they 
are necessary, or, if not necessary, very import- 
antand valuable exponents of the surveys. They, 
therefore, did not think it advisable that the 


House should adhere to its disagreement on | 


account of this objection. 

The greater part of the item of $49,200, all, 
indeed, but $1,500 or $2,000, becomes necessar 
by reason of the substitution of engraved for lith- 
ographic maps. The lithographic maps estimated 
for are inadequate to exhibit the character of the 
country, and are extremely meager; and, on the 
other hand, the engraved maps aré minute and 
valuable in the exhibition of the topography of 
the country, than which nothing is more essential 
to the value of the work, orto the proper illustra- 
tion of the surveys. The enhanced value of the 
work which would result from the execution of 
the engraved maps has induced the committee 
to recommend that the House concur in the Sen- 
ate’samendments. The thirtieth and thirty-third 
amendments are two of the appropriations for the 
military service—for incidental expenses in the 
quartermaster’s department, and for the transpor- 
tation service of the War Department—amount- 
ing to $1,180,000. ‘The House had already con- 
curred in the twenty-ninth amendment, which 


| appropriates $490,000 for the regular supplies 


of the quartermaster’s department, without any 
objection or discussion; and the committee were 
not able to see on what ground they could decline 
to advise the House to concur in these amend- 
ments, or on what ground the House would dis- 
crirainate between the appropriations proposed 


voly | by the thirtieth and thirty-third amendments and 
which the House has indicated a pretty decided || 


that made by the twenty-ninth amendment, other 
than that they be supposed to authorize extravd- 
gant expenditures on the part of the War Depart- 
ment. To meet any objection of that kind on the 
part of the House, thoy buve advised that the Sen- 
ate recede from the amendments making appro- 
priations for the Army to the extent of $160,000 
in amendments oe and thirty-two, and 
$153,000 and upwards in amendment fifty-two, 
making a reduction in all of upwards of three 
hundred thousand dollars; this 


| reduction applicable to the whole amount of the 
| Army appropriations, inasmuch as, though sepa- 
rated into items by the bill, they are all transfer- 


' 


able from ore account to the other at the pleasure 
of the Department, under existing law. 
The thirty-fourth amendment is as follows: 
For defraying the expenses of the supreme, circuit, and 


OBE. 


= %, ae saa ‘a : T 
|| Minnesota, under the provision contained in the second || 


pense of | 


eing in effect a | 


district courts of the United States, including the District 
of Columbia; also for jurors and witnesses in aid of the 
funds arising from fines, penalties, and forfeitures incurred 
in the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1856, and pre- 
vious years; and likewise fofletraying the expenses of suits 
in which the United States are corcerned, and of prosecu- 
tions for offenses committed against the United States, and 
for the safe-keeping of prisoners, $200,000. 

It is proper to say, in regard to this appropria- 
tion, that the committee have ascertained that the 
$200 000 proposed to be appropriated for these 
expenses are not based upon estimates for the 
payment of the suspended accounts mentioned 
in the letter of Mr. Whittlesey, which accom- 
—- the communication of the Secretary of the 

nterior, asking for the appropriation, nor of the 
eXpenses recently incurred by the United States 
marshal at Cincinnati, in the arrest and rendition 
of certain slaves, of whom mention 


t has been 
made in the discussion upon this bill. 


The forty-second and forty-fourth amendments 
are as follows: 
For construction of a sewer in Judiciary square, &6,000. 
For placing the sewer-openings along Pennsylvania ave- 
nue, under the footway, and trapping the same, $8,000, 
These amendments are deemed necessary b 
the committee for the health of the city of Wash- 
ington in the summer now approaching; and, 
as the House concurred in the amendment for 
filling up lots attached to the navy-yard at Nor- 
folk, on the ground of its necessity for the health 
of that city, the committee recommend that these 
amendments be adopted on the same ground. 
They are appropriations for sanitary measures 
to be carried into effect in apprehension of the 
approach of cholera or other epidemic disease. 
These provisions are necessary to the health of 
members of Congress, who are residents here 
during the summer r@nths, as well as to that of 
the permanent inhabitants of the city. There is 
another amendment, which I have accidentall 
| overlooked, making an appropriation of a aaa 
amount—only a thousand dollars—for compen- 
sation of clerical services performed in the office 
of the United States legation at London. Itis 
the twenty-second amendment which | overlooked 
in passing. ‘The case intended to be provided 
for by this amendment was brought to the atten- 
tion of the House by a message from the Pres- 
' ident, which was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs; and, as the chairman of that com- 
mittee, I have been directed to reporta bill to pro- 
vide for those expenses, That bill lL have had for 
some time prepared, and waiting an opportunity 
toreport it. The person for whom the appropri- 
ation is designed (Mr. Henry Cronchey) is agen- 
tleman of laborious habits, distinguished fidelity, 
and estimable character, whose devotion to the 
interests of the legation is attested by all the min- 
isters for many years under whom he served. 
With this explanation of all the points of dif- 
ference between the two Houses, now so much 
narrowed down, and supposing that no gentle- 
man desires further to debate it, | move that the 
House concur inthe report of the committee, and 
upon that motion I call the previous question. 
The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question was ordered to be put. 
Mr. GILBERT. I move that the report be 
laid upon the table. 
Mr. COBB, of Georgia. What will be the effect 
of that motion? 
The SPEAKER. 
biil with it. 
Mr. COBB. 
bill. 
The question was taken; and the House r fused 
to lay the report upon the table. 
Mr. MORGAN. [L[eall for the yeas and nays 
on the adoption of the report. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decidedin 
| the affirmative—yeas 85, nays 52; as follows: 
YEAS — Messrs. Aiken, Barbour, Barksdale, Beil, Bo- 
cock, Branch, Brooks, Cadwalader, James H. Campbell, 
Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, Clawson, Clingman, Howell 
Cobb, Cox, Cullen, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Tim- 
othy Davis, Denver, Dowdell, Durfee, Edmundson, Eiiiott, 
Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Foster, Henry M. Ful- 
ler, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Greenwood, Grow, J. Morrison 
Harris, Harrison, Haven, Herbert, Hickman, Thomas R. 
Horton, Valentine B. Horton, J. Gianey Jones, Kennett, 
Knight, Lumpkin, Mace, Alexander K. Marshall, thum- 
shrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, McMullin, 
|} McQueen, Killian Miller, Smith Miller, Murray, Parker, 
|| Peck, Pennington, Phelps, Pringle, Purviance, Ricand, Rob- 
|! ison, Sandidge, Scott, Sunmons, Samuel A. Smith, William 
|| Smith, William R. Smith, Suranahan, Talbott, Taylor, 


If carried, it will carry the 


Yes, sir; that is, it will kill the 
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Thorington, Thurston, Todd, | 


Whitney, Williams, Daniel! B. | 


Warner, Weikias, We bt 

oO . nghnt—*. 
SS eo, Albright, Allison, Ball, Henry Bennett, | 
Benson, Bliss, Bowie, Breffton, Buffinton, Burlingame, 
Burnett, Caskie, Ezra Clark, Williamson R. W. ¢ obb, Col- 
fax, Cragin, Cumback, Edwards, Flagler, Galloway, Gilbert, 
Goode, Granger, Harlan, Holloway, Hughston, George W. 
Jones, Kelly, Knapp, Knowlton, Knox, Letcher, Lindley, 


Matteson, Morgan, Morrill, Andrew Oliver, Perry, Puryear, || 
Ready, Sabin, Supp, Sneed, Stanton, Tappan, Trafton, | 


Walbridge, Waldron, Israel Washburn, Wheeler, Wood 
ruti, and Woodworth—o2. 


So the report was adopted. 
Pending the above call, 


Mr. CLARK, of C 
colleague, Mr. Dean, had paired off with Mr. 
SHORTER. 

Mr. PHELPS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the report was adopted; and aiso moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


PATENT OFFICE REPORT—EXTRA COPIES. 
Mr. CRAGIN, from the Committee on Public 

Printing, reported the following resolution: 
Resolved, That there be printed one hundred thousand 

copies extra of the agricultural portion of the Patent Office 


report for the use of the House, and ten thousand extra 
additional for the use of the Patent Office. 


Mr. HOLLOWAY. Mr. Speaker, every mem- | 


ber must know that one hundred and ten thou- | 


sand extra copies are not sufficient to answer 
anything like the demand for the agricultural 
portion of the Patent Office report. In consider- 
ation of that demand for this very valuable work, 
I move that the resolution be amended so that it 


will provide for the printing of two hundred and | 


ten thousand extra copies 

Mr. CRAGIN. The Mmber of extra copies 
recommended by the committee is the same as 
that ordered at the last session. I agree with the 
gentleman from Indiana, who has offered the 
amendment, that one hundred and ten thousand 
copies is a namber too small to meet the demand 
for this work. } 
resents an agricultural constituency knows that 
the number ordered at the last session was alto- 
gether to small for the demand. The work is 
exceedingly valuable. I am constantly applied 


to for copies of the agricultural portion of the 
Paient Office report, especially the last volume; 
and I understand that the present volume, the 
printing of which this resolution contemplates, 


will be equally valuable. 
stand, about one hundred pages of engravings, 
illustrating the insects or worms which destroy 


the cotton plant, a subject particularly interesting || 


to southern gentlemen. 


I wish to make a statement now in reference to || 
The Committee on Print- | 
ing have adopted it as a rule to require from the | 


the cost of this work. 


Superintendent of Public Printing an estimate of | 
the cost of all the works which that committee | 
recommend to this House to be printed. These | 
one hundred thousand extra copies are estimated 

to cost $56,835, or about fifty-six cents per copy; | 
and I wish to call the attention of the feats to | 
the items which make up that sum, to show that | 
gentlemen are mistaken who think that the pub- 

lic printer receives all the money paid for print- | 
ing these works. The estimated cost of the | 
letter-press, which is the only amount’ paid to | 
the public printer, is $9,036 for the whole hun- | 
dred thousand copies, or about nine and one third | 
cents per volume. The balance of the expense | 
is for the paper and binding. The paper for the | 
one hundred thousand extra copies costs $22,499; | 
and the cost of binding is $13,250. So the bare | 


cost of the binding is about $4,000 more than || 


the public printer will receive. 


J] make these remarks in relation to the cost of || 


printing, so far as relates to the public printer, | 
that the members upon this side of the House | 
may not feel that, by voting so large a number | 
of thi» work, they are paying money into the 
hands of the public printer; for such is not the 
fact to any extent; for no gentleman will believe 
that a man can get rich very fast by doing the | 
composition and press-work of such a book as 
this at nine and one third cents per copy. 

_L agree with the honorable gentleman from In- 
diana who moved this amendment; and if it were 
pee, 1 would accept his amendment; for I be- | 

ieve that $100,000, which will cover the expense | 
of two hundred thousand copies, is no more than 


onnecticut, stated that his | 


Every gentleman here who rep- || 


It will contain, 1 under- | 


| be regarded in this matter. 

| The last Congress appropriated $250,000 for 
engravings for the Japan expedition; and I ask 

| gentlemen of this House to consider whether 


| $100,000 expended for the agricultural portion of || 
| the Patent Office report, is not better expended | 
250,000 for engraving those pictures, | 


than the 


| which amount to nothing? I know it is no argu- 


ment that, because an appropriation has been made |, 
|| for one work which is not valuable, a less sum |) 
| should be made for another; but I hold that this || 


report is a valuable one, and that we should make 


order that the great agricultural interest of this 
country may receive some attention from Con- 
Press, 


Mr. CLINGMAN. 


inate it. 
gether with the gentleman from New Hampshire, 
[Mr. Cracrn.] 
| to this matteras connected with my district. The 
gentleman says, that by printing one hundred 


thousand extra copies, which will give about four | 


|| tried to get in a motion to allow each ge 
this appropriation, and increase the number, in || 1 


I have paid some little attention | 





hundred copies to each member, you will not | 
| supply the wants of our constituents. I once tried | 


the experiment of sending sixteen or seventeen 


hundred copies of this Patent Office report—some | 
of which I obtained by exchange and some I | 


bought—into my district; and I gave more dis- 


| satisfaction to my constituentsthan by any other | 


distribution I ever made. 


Why? 


I have fifteen | 
thousand voters in my district, and yet I sent less |! 


than two thousand copies, and there were left | 


some thirteen thousand voters to complain that || 
I say, therefore, to gen- | 


they were not served. a 
tlemen, @they expect to satisfy the wants of the 


| community, they must give one copy to each | 


| voter, and to do that will require some four or 
five millions. 

| Mr. SIMMONS. I wish to make a suggestion 
to the gentleman from North Carolina. 
him whether it would not be expedient to intro- 


| of Congress, to appoint a clerk in every county 
| or town in the United States, to whom all the 
| books published by Congress should be sent for 
| distribution b 


| bers of Congress from that labor, and leaving 
| them to do the business of the country? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
| timation of the gentleman from New York, and 
| Thave no doubt that it would be a wise policy to 


tion of the country. 


posed upon us. It would take an ordinary clerk 
all the time to attend to the distribution of seeds 
and documents, and to answer the correspond- 
ence connected therewith, with which we, in our 
| legislative capacity, have nothing to do. 

But I was about to say, that it seems to me that 
this matter of publication of books for distribution 
has become an enormousabuse. The gentleman 
on my right says that we spent some two hundred 
| and fifty thousand dollars last session in printing 
some picture books. I have no doubt that the 
money was badly applied; but at this very session 
we have made large appropriations to print some 


do not stop these abuses. If we were to put the 


cent. upon the cost, with the exception of the 
Patent Office report. I have no doubt, if you 


all,and yet we are sending them through the mail 
under our frank, and there is a deficiency in the 


dollars. 





|| books. 
|| had better do it in some other way. 


I should like to know how much of that 
oes to pay for the distribution of these 
f we are going to distribute them, we 


amount 


Mr. McMULLIN. If the gentleman from 


| North Carolina will allow me, I desire to know 
| whether it is contemplated on the part of the 
| Committee on Printing to increase the number of 


the mechanical portion of the report? 

A Memser. No. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I understand it does not. 
I desire then to ask the gentleman from North 


| 
y the Clerk of the House and the | 
Secretary of the Senate, thereby relieving mem- || 


appoint agents to distribute books and seeds, and | 
thereby enable members to attend to the legisla- | 
But until that is done I am | 
utterly opposed to increasing the labor now im- | 


more picture books; and by voting thismoney you | 
books published by this House into the book- | 
stores for sale, you could not realize fifty per | 


were to offer them at cost, they would not sell,at | 


Post Office yrevenues of some two millions of || whether, if the information contained in this re- 


|| thorized the 

| sand copies o 
I do not rise to take part | 
in this discussion, but to make a motion to term- || 
I will, however, say that I differ alto- | 


___ May 18, 


, Carolina, as I presume he will call for the yn 
_ vious question, if he would be willing to a 
an amendment, to allow members to substitu, 
| the agricultural for the mechanical portion of he 
Patent Office report? " 
Mr. CLINGMAN. I will answer the rentle 
man’s question with pleasure. | attempted _ 
get in a proposition of that sort this ve Shee 
It will be recollected that two or three months 
since, when the printing of the mechanical reno, 
| was under consideration, I endeavored to ok . 


° bp % ute 
the number to be printed; and failing in that, | 


! 7 ntlema; 
to designate which — he would have. That 


| proposition was voted down, and the House ay. 
pontieg of sixty or seventy thoy. 
the report. The order to print hes 
been made, and I have no doubt that they ary 
printed, or in the process of being printed, |; 
the gentleman is advertised that the order wil] |, 
in time, | will very cheerfully make a motion jp 
carry out his view. 
| Mr.McMULLIN. I do not know hoy t), 
fact is; but if the reports are not yet printed, | 
as representing an agricultural district, would |), 
very much gratified to exchange two thirds of 
the number of copies of the mechanical portio, 
of the report to which I am entitled, for the like 
number of copies of the agricultural portion. [ do 
not want to have the aggregate number increased, 
but would be very much gratified to ascertain the 
fact whether I can substitute the agricultural fo; 
the mechanical. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I presume it cannot be 
done. But I was about to say this: If any gep. 
tleman imagines that he is serving himself and 
securing votes by sending out books thus, he is 
mistaken. When you come to send a speech or 
circular, or anything of that sort, and order fifteen 


ry Session, 


| or twenty thousand copies, so that you can supply 
| every voter in your district, you may make some- 


I ask || 


thing. Now, in my own district L have one hun- 
dred and sixty or one hundred and seventy post 


|| offices 
duce a bill, and pass it intoa law by both Houses | 


Mr. LINDLEY, (interrupting.) I have un- 
derstood from the gentlemen who reported this 
' resolution and offered the amendment, that these 


| books were exceedingly valuable to the agricul- 


I fully agree with the in- || 





turists of the country. I have endeavored to send 
them to my district; nor did I do that altogether— 
if at all—with a view of making votes. It may, 
as the gentleman from North Carolina says, do 
injury; but at the same time it benefits the people, 
,and they ought to have these books. I do not 
care about votes, even if they do hurt a little— 
we must get knocks any how. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. ‘I suspect that, although 
that consideration does not operate on my friend 
from Missouri, it has operated on the minds of 
other members of Congress to a very great extent. 
Now, my constituents—and I have no doubt that 
is so with the constituents of other gentlemen 
—are independent enough to invest their money 
in such books as are valuable. And if this Patent 
Office, or anybody else, publish really valuable 
| reports, [ have no doubt they will be bought. 
The body of my people are able to buy books, 
and do buy useful books. But what I complain 
of is, that you print a large number of books 
which could not be sold, and you have them trans- 
| ported over the country at enormous expense. 
| And this abuse is growing from session to session. 
When I first came here, I only got twenty or 
thirty copies of this agricultural report. Very 
soon the number was increased till I got one hun- 
dred, then two hundred, then four hundred, and 
now the proposition is to give eight hundred copies 
_toeach member. Well, we may go on till each 
member gets eight thousand copies; and even then 
| it will not effect any change in the community. 
| Now, I submit to the gentleman from Missouri 


| port is valuable, and be printed, his constituents 
will not find a way to get hold of it. 

My object, however, Mr. Speaker, was to stop 
this debate if I can. I am exceedingly anxious 
to have some progress made in the public busi- 
ness. In all the time that I have served in this 
House I have never seen a Congress that made 
such little progress as this; and if we go on at the 
rate at which we are now moving, the ‘ Rump 
| Parliament’”’ will have been a steam engine 10 
comparison with us. A famous Legislature 10 
our State once was called the Terrapin Legisla- 
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1856. 


ture ; but it would be considered a streak of light- | 


ning compared to this body, at the rate it is now 
moving on. Tam exceedingly desirous—as we 
have 
‘ on—that the House should act on the important 
nisiness before it. Ivgot up to move the previous 
syestion, not to make a speech. And now I do 
move the previous question. 

“Mr. FLA GLER. I ask the gentleman to with- 
draw the call for the previous question. 

Me WHEELER. I move to lay the resolu- 
tion on the table. : 

Mr. FLAGLER. I wish to say a word in the 
nature of a personal explanation. . 

Mr. CLINGMAN. If the gentleman intends 
to make a remark, and will renew the call for the 
previous question, I will withdraw it. 

‘Mr. FLAGLER. I will. 

Mr. WHEELER. I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. FLAGLER. I merely desire to place the 
action of the committee on this question right. 
During my absence this subject was before the 
Committee on Printing; and on my return, I un- 
derstood that it had agreed ‘to report a resolution 
to print one hundred thousand extra cdpies, and 
to that assented. To thatI stillassent. The 
majority of the Committee on Printing are not to 
be regarded as approving of this proposed amend- 
ment—although my colleague expressed himself 
in favor of it. Itis on that account that I desire 
to say this—for I agree with the gentleman from 
North Carolina, that the amount proposed will not 
meet the demand, nor would twice the amount. 
There must be a limit; and in view of the large 
amount expended in the public printing, I am 
agaifist any further increase of the printing of this 
document. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I desire to ask the gen- 


tleman a question for information. I should like 


to know whether the Committee on Printing have | 


made an estimate as to the probable cost of the 
printing for this year? 


j 


already consumed six months of the ses- | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


I understand it was, last | 


year, more than a million and a half of dollars— | 
more than it used to cost for the support of the | 


Army, or of the Navy, in the days of General 
Washington. I should like to know the probable 


cost of printing for the present year—as well | 


congressional as executive—if the Committee can 
furnish that information ? 

Mr. FLAGLER. That would be utterly im- 
ossible, because it would be a prospective thing. 
here isa resolution before the committee, as the 
House understands, directing the committee to 
inquire into the cost of printing for several past 
years; and in due time a report on that subject 
will be made. All I desire to say is, that the 
Committee on Printing are in favor of the report 
as submitted, and against the amendment moved 
by the gentleman from Indiana. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, took the floor. 

Mr. FLAGLER, (resuming.) I renew the call 
for the previous question. 

Mr. SMITH. o 
seat, and I had the floor. 


The gentleman, had taken his | 


| these documents, it is a most useless waste of 


| consider the mechanical part the only legitimate 


with an agricultural almanac, and I undertake to f 
say that it conveys far more intelligence upon 
agricultural subjects than this Patent Office report. 
But what does the Albany Cultivator say in ref- 
erence to this report? I quote from memory. The 
editor says he has received the Patent Office 
report for 1854; that it is an impro®ement upon 
its predecessors; but that is saying very little in 
its favor. He says that it is a work containing 
no improvement, embodying nothing new. It 
gets up nothing new of any description. It is 
compiled, for the most part, from the periodicals— 
the agricultural papers, scattered all over the | 
country like the leaves of autumn; and, my word 
for it, it does more mischief than good. I will 
answer for it, that no progress will ever be made 
from the dissemination of this work; and if any 
man undertakes to follow its directions, it will 
lead him to poverty and ruin. It may do for 
some persons to experiment on in a small way; 
but for the purpose of general enlightenment, it is 
wholly wale 

Nor does it disseminate anything new, which 
it may derive from other sources. The inform- 
ation will be scattered all over the country, before 
itis published. Why, sir, we are now circulat- 
ing the Patent Office report for 1854. I have only | 
partially circulated mine, and have them to some 
extent stillin my room. Sir, all the information 
of any value contained in that report has been | 
circulated over the country ina hundred different 
ways. And, sir, the report of 1855 is not yet 


published; the House has not yet decided upon || 


its publication; it is now 1856, and it will be 
1857 long before it will be published, and we 
shall get the books for distribution. And what 
new thing will it then contain? Nothing@—nothing 
whatever. Itis a mere compilation fggm period- 
icals, and a compilation from correspoMdents who 
are in correspondence with the agricultural papers 
in the different parts of the country. Irrespective 
of our want of constitutional power to circulate 


the public money. 
If we are to circulate these reports at all, I | 


one. The object of that is to publish to the 
country the inventions made pitlia through the | 
medium of the Patent Office, from which mechanics | 
may derive some valuable suggestions. The dis- 


tribution of this mechanical report, therefore, 


may do some good; but the other is an excres- | 
cence. Its circulation is without warrant in the | 


| Constitution, productive of no good whatever, 
| but only mischief. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair understood the |! 


gentleman from New York to have taken his seat. 
f he states that he did not yield the floor, the 
Chair will not take it from him. 

Mr. FLAGLER. I withdraw the call. 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. Speaker, the expense of 
the book department of this Government last year 
was upwards of one million six hundred thousand 
dollars—only that sum; and the developments of 
this session indicate very clearly that if we goon 
as proposed, that amount will be greatly exceeded. 
‘The very bill which we have to-day agreed to on 


the report of the committee of conference of the | 


two Houses, embodies hundreds of thousands of 
dollars for this purpose. And I appeal to mem- 
ers, from considerations of economy, if no ques- 
tion of constitutional propriety is to receive any 


estimation with them, not to go beyond the | 


amount reported by the Committee on Printing, 


for these books. Why, sir, the number we have || 


been receiving is four hundred to each member; 
and, sig, four hundred to each congressional dis- 
trict is Scarcely one to every hundred voters; and 
it ls impossible to circulate them without giving 
offense. And if you increase the number to two 
hundred thousand, it will contribute to give dis- 


What is this report 


throughout the country. 
Why, sir, I take the Albany Cul- 


made up of? 


tivator, which is published for fifty cents a year, | 


And then, as to the element of popularity, I || 
| think it is wholly a mistake. 


I this morning | 
had a complaint of one of my constituents, be- 


|| cause he had not received a copy of this report; 


and so it is, if you send a copy to one farmer in 


|| a neighborhood, and not to another, the other 


considers himself in some degree slighted. He 
considers you as having acted from prejudice, 
and ina manner by no means flattering to his 
self-love. It is impossible to circulate this work 
so as to give any satisfaction, or be productive of 
any good result. 

Mr. BENSON. I have but a few remarks to 
make upon this subject; and the first is this: The 
gentleman who has just taken his seat has pro- 
nounced judgment upon this agricultural report, 
and condemned it. Well, now, [can only say that 
my constituents—and I believe they embody as 
large a share of agricultural intelligence as is to be | 


| found in any district of the Old Dominion—pro- 


nounce an entirely different judgment upon the 
agricultural part of the Patent Office reports. 


Gentlemen say that they have onlya few omens I] 


to send abroad, and that, by circulating those, they 
will make enemies rather than friends in coming 
election contests. 

Now, I want to know if this House is gov- 
erned by such sordid, selfish motives as that? I 
want to know if gentlemen mean to determine 
whether they are to make votes for themselves, 
and not whether they are going to do good, to do 
right, and shape their course here upon such con- 
siderations? Do gentlemen come here to see how 
many votes they can secure at the next election? 


'| or do they come here to see how much they can 


satisfaction rather than to disseminate intelligence || do for the welfare of the country and for the ben- || 


efit of those who sent them here at the last elec- | 
tion? 


GLOBE. 


|} One word more and I have done. 


_ i 


that this book is a compilation of the agricultural 
publications of the country. Admit it te be so, 
sir, and I ask whether an embodiment, made 
by a department that is supposed to have some 
nie upon the subject, of all the informa- 
tion that is spread about over this country, is not 
a valuable book ? 

Why, sir, are not those the most valuable kind 
of books—encyclopedical in their character, 
where the farmer can see where experiments 
have been made in different parts of the country 
—-where they have been failures and where suc- 
cessful? It seems to me that the very fact the 
gentleman from Virginia states, that this report 
is the embodiment of information and scattered all 
over the country, is an argument more strongly in 
its favor than any that he has adduced against it. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Will the gentleman 
from Maine allow me to say a word right here, 
as I understand it is his intention to call the pre- 
vious question before he sits down? 

| Mr. BENSON. lt is not my intention to call 
the previous question; I shut no man’s mouth; 
; but I will yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. SMITH. I was going to suggest, and [ 
beg the gentleman and the House will consider, 
if it be policy to circulate this work “over the 
country, what will be the value of such circula- 
tion? The object is to disseminate intelligence; 
and let me add here that I do not know why it 

| was necessary for the gentleman to advert to the 
| relative intelligence of his district and mine. I 
certainly made no reflection upon his district, nor 
| any comparison whatever in respect to it; but I 
take occasion to say that I expect my district 
would stand a comparison in respect to agricul- 
| tural intelligence with that of the gentleman. I 
| think, if he would g#with me into Virginia, he 
| would see that, in my district at least, we should 
| compare favorably in respect to agricultural in- 
| telligence and agricultural products with any 
district in the United States. 


I desire the 
gentleman to show the impropriety of my refer- 
ring to what had been referred to before—to wit: 
| the influence on the constituency of individual 
members. I adverted to it for the purpose of 
showing that the dissemination of these books 
| was designed by many to enhance their popu- 
| larity. I wished to show that it had an adverse 
| effect. Thank God, [ am not governed by any 
| selfish considerations. | do whatI think is right, 
| and I trust to the sound sense of my constituents 
| for approval. 
| Mr. BENSON. I introduced no invidious 
comparison between the constituents I have the 
honor to represent and those of the gentleman 
| from Virginia. I have no doubt he represents 
| an enlightened constituency; and I am the more 
inclined to believe that, from the fact that I am 
| informed a large number of northern men have 
| recently moved into his district. (Laughter. } 
| In reference to the other remark which he made, 
as to a compendium of agricultural information 
spread all over the country, I take his own state- 
ment. It wasa fact which he averred, that the 
book we now propose to publish is a document 
compiled from agricultural publications through- 
| out the country. I take that as a fact; and on it 
I argue, that a book in which is collected useful 
agricultural information from every section of 
the country, by the care and attention of a judi- 
cious department, must by necessity be a valu- 
able menual for the farmers of the country. 
It goes further than that. It is not only a com- 
pilation from the different agricultural publica- 
| tions, but it sets forth the results of experiments 
made by agriculturists in every section of the 
| Union. 
| Gentlemen have talked of the book-publishin 
system as having grown into a great evil. i 
} am not disposed to oppose them. I admit that 
| the objection is well founded; but I ask members 
whether we ought to begin the curtailment of 
| expenditures for printing with a book for a class 
of men who have more than five times the amount 





|| of capital invested, than is employed in manu- 


factures and commerce combined. 
Mr. FLAGLER. There is no curtaiiment 
| asked for. 
Mr. BENSON. I am not replying to my friend 
from New York, but to the gentlemen from North 
Carolina and Visginia. They say that the pub- 


The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. SuirH] says || lication of books by Congress has become a great 
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evil. lam not here to defend that system; but 
while we are going on to order the printing and 


publishing of voyages, discoveries, explorations, || 


and surveys—while we vote money for books of 
that character, I insist that this appropriation 
shall not be withheld. . 

Mr. Speaker, I did not intend to say but a 
word when I rose. My friend from Virginia had 
urged what I thought were untenable arguments. 
It does seem to me, I will say, however, that, if 


we design to reduce the expenditures for print- | 


ing, we ought to begin the reduction at some 
other point. The 
book. 
for every one of their constituents. So be it. 
The farmers of the country do not expect that a 
library shall be furnished to each one of them. 
They have what they call social libraries; a 


library will accommodate very many persons, if || 
If gentlemen | 


it be in some convenient place. 
take care that some of these books go into every 
town, as we have them in the North, county in 


the South, and township in the West, though | 
one 1s not sent to every man, a they can be | 


where they are accessible to all who desire to 
refer to them. 
Mr. MAXWELL. 


question. 
The call for the previous question received a 


I call for the previous 


second; and the main question was ordered to be | 


now put. 
Me GALLOWAY called for the yeas and 
nays onthe amendment. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken on Mr. Hottoway’s 
amendment; and it was decided in the affirma- 
tive—yeas 80, nays 54; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Alfison, Ball, Barbour, Bell, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Bowie, Brenton, Broom, Buffinton, 


Burlingame, Burnett, James H. Campbell, John P. Camp- | 


bell, Lewis D. Campbeli, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Colfax, 
Cragin, Cullen, Cumback, Timothy Davis, Durfee, Evans, 
Florence, Henry M. Fuller, Galloway, Gilbert, Grow, J. 
Morrison Harris, Harrison, Hickman, Holloway, Thomas 
R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Hughston, J. Glancy Jones, 
Kelly, Knapp, Kuight, Knowlton, Knox, Lindley, Alex- 
ander K. Marshall, Samuel 8S. Marshall, Matteson, McMul- 
lin, Meacham, Killian Miller, Paine, Parker, Peck, Pelton, 
Perry, Pettit, Purviance, Puryear, Ricaud, Robison, Sabin, 
Sandidge, Sapp, Scott, Talbott, Tappan, Thorington, Thurs- 
ton, Todd, Trafton, Tyson, Valk, Wakeman, Walbridge, 
Israel Washburn, Welsh, Wells, Williams, Woodruff, 
and Woodworth—s80. 


NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Barksdale, Billinghurst, Bliss, 
Bocock, Branch, Brooks, Cadwalader, Carlile, Clingman, 
Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Henry Winter 
Davis, Denver, Dowdell, Eustis, Faulkner, Flagler, Thomas 
J. D. Puller, Greenwood, Harlan, Haven, Herbert, George 
W. Jones, Kennett, Letcher, Lumpkin, Mace, Humphrey 
Marshall, Maxwell, Smith Miller, Millson, Morgan, Mor- 
rill, Murray, Andrew Oliver, Pennington, Phelps, Pike, 
Pringle, Ready, Ruffin, Simmons, Samuel A. Smith, Wil- 
linm Smith, Sneed, Stanton, Stephens, Stranahan, Trippe, 
Warner, Watkins, Wheeler, and John V. Wright—d4. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Pending the above call, 

Mr. WALDRON stated that he had paired off 
with Mr. Cox. 

The question recurred on the resolution as 
siianhal 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, demanded the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. WHEELER demanded tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The resolution as amended was adopted. 

Mr. HOLLOWAY moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution was adopted, and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. The morning hour 
has expired; and I now move that the rules be 
suspended, and the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Some weeks ago, the gentleman from Texas 
{Mr. a yielded the floor to me with the 
eXpectation that he would have an early ee 
nity to deliver remarks on a question which is 
interesting to him. I am now anxious that we 
shall go into committee to redeem the pledge 
1 made to that gentleman. I hope my motion 
will be agreé@d to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hope the House 
will go on with the call on committees. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia, took the floor. 

‘The SPEAKER, Debate is not in order. 

Mr. SMITH. Ihave only a-word. Gentle- 


agriculturists demand this || 
But gentlemen say they cannot have one | 
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| will be allowed to report them. 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| 


| 


1] 





j 
i} 


i} 


| 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| 


| 








| 


| 


men have reports and papers of importance which. 





|'muking appropriations for the support of the 


. Qn 
| Army for the year ending Jane 30, 1857, and | 


| ** An act to remove obstructions to the navigation | 


| west Pass, and Pass 4 1]’Outre; and 


| the channel over the flats of the St. Mary’s river, | 





desire to report to the House. I hope they 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, called for tellers. 


Tellers were ordéred; and Messrs. WALKER | 


and Benson were appointed. 
The question was then put; and the tellers re- 
ported—ay4s 87, noes 34. | 
So the motion was agreed to; and the House | 
accordingly Tesolved itself into the Committee | 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. | 
Grow in the chair.) 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The CHAIRMAN. The first business in || 


order is the consideration of a bill (H. R. No. 153) 


Army for the year ending the 30th of June, 1857. 

Mr. EVANS obtained the floor. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I move to dispense with 
the first reading of the bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. EVANS moved pro forma to strike out the 
first clause of the bill; Mr. E. then addressed the 
committee at some length upon the general polli- | 
tics of the country. His speech is withheld for | 


revision, and will be published in the Appendix. 
Mr. BLISS obtained the floor, but yielded it to 
Mr. STANTON, who moved that the commit- 
tee rise. 
The motion was agreed to. So the committee | 





| rose; and the Speaker having resumed the chair, || 


Mr. Grow reported that the Committee of the] 


Whole on the state of the Union had, according | 
to order, had the state of the Union generally | 
under consideration, and particularly the bill | 


making appropriations for the support of the | 


had come de no resolution thereon. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by | 
Mr. Dickins, their Secretary, informing the | 
House that the Senate had agreed to the amend- | 
ment of the House to a bill (S. No. 14) entitled | 


in the mouths of the Mississippi river, at the 
Southwest Pass, and Pass 4l’Outre.”’ 
ENROLLED BILLS. 

Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported as truly enrolled bills of the 
following titles; when the Speaker signed the | 
same: 

An act to remove obstructions to navigation in 
the mouths of the Mississippi river, at the South- 


An act making an appropriation for deepening 


in the State of Michigan. 

And then, on motion of Mr. MILLER, of | 
Indiana, (at three o’clock and thirty minutes,) | 
the House adjourned until to-morrow, at twelve | 
o’clock, m. 





IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, May 13, 1856. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Henry C. Dean. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. SUMNER presented the petition of Rufus 
Porter, praying that the Government will pur- 
chase his inventions of a sonorific beacon and a | 
marine pump; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. STUART presented the petition of Ruth 
Phillips, praying to be allowed a pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. FISH presented a petition of citizens of | 
Suffolk county, New York, praying for the adop- | 
tion of measures for the construction of a railroad 
ae Pacific ocean; which was laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. MALLORY presented the petition of Wil- 
liam Reynolds, late naval storekeeper and acting | 
purser at Valparaiso, praying to be released from | 
responsibility for certain naval stores stolen while | 
in his charge; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, the memorial of Mrs. E. E. Ogden, 
widow of Captain E. A. Ogden, late of the United | 
States Army, praying to be allowed commissions 
upon certain disbursements of public money by 
her late husband; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 











| 
| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





| 











Mr. SEWARD presented a letter, address. 
him by the New York city harbor commiss 
ers, on the subject of improving the navigatio, 
of the entrances to that hacer: which was referr ; 
to the Committee on Commerce. aa 

He also presented the petition of F. E. Hass), 
praying for the establishment of a marine hospital 
at Cape Vincent, New York; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. BENJAMIN presented the memorial of 
Charles McCormick, asurgeon in the Army, pray. 
ing for compensation for services as a disbursih, 
agent of the Government under the act of the 4 
of March, 1847; which was referred to the Com. 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. MALLORY presented the petition of 
Charles D. Maxwell, praying to be allowed the 
difference between the pay of an assistant surge9) 
and that of a surgeon in the Navy, during tho 
time he performed the duties of the latter office: 


which was referred to the Committee on Nayaj 
Affairs. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. STUART, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Alexander Wilson, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pep. 
sions. 


d to 


ion. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES, 
Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee oy 


Claims, to whom was referred the memorial of 
Mrs. Jane McCrabb, reported a bill (S. No. 303) 


for the relief of Mrs. Jane McCrabb, widow of 
| the late Captain John W. McCrabb, Assistant 


Quartermaster United States Army; which was 
read, and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. STUART, from the Committee on Patents 
and the Patent Office, to whom was referred the 
petition of Moore & Hascall, praying for an ex- 
tension of their patent for a harvesting machine, 


reported a bill (S. No. 304) for the relief of 


Hiram Moore and John Hascall, and their legal 


representatives; which was read, and passed to 
a second reading. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was 
referred the memorial of Obed Hussey, praying 
for a renewal of his patent for a reaping machine, 
reported a bill (S. No. 305) for his relief; which 
was read, and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. MALLORY, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the memo- 
rial of Richard W. Meade, submitted a report, 
accompanied by a bill (S. No. 306) for his relief; 
which was read, and passed to a second reading. 
* Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee on 
Claims, moved that the committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of 
Sarah B. Webber, and that it be referred to the 
Court of Claims; which was agreed to. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 
Mr. FISH gave notice of his intention to ask 


| leave to introduce a bill for the removal of ob- 


structions at Hell Gate, East river, New York. 
BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. HALE asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to bringin a bill (S. No. 302) for 
the relief of the widow of Adjutant General Roger 
Jones; which was read the first and second times, 
and referred to the Committee on Military Afiairs. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


On motion of Mr. WELLER, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 

structed to inquire into the propriety of increasing the com- 

nsation of militia and volunteers serving on foot in Indian 
ostilities when called into service by the United States. 


On motion of Mr. FISH, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to report 
to the Senate an éstimate for the removal of rocks in Hell 
Gate, (East river,in the State of New York,) so as to ad- 
mit the passage of vessels of war, and of the largest class of 
merchant vessels ; and for such other aids to navigation a3 
to render this passage safe. 


DEFICIENCY BILL. . 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, I ask leave to 
make a report from the committee of confrence 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the 
deficiency bill. They have directed me to make 


the following report : 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses on the bill (H. R. No. 68) to supply de- 
ficiencies in the appropriations for the service of the fiscal 
year ending the 30th of June, 1856, having met, after full 
and free conference have agreed to recommend, and do 
recommend, to their respective Houses as follows: ‘That 









